
system, chickens, beehive, hot-
house, water tank and  
irrigation system, drains to 
harbour programme - and the 
journey continues! 
We are now looking at  
conservation of our resources 
and sustainability. Our senior 
classes are currently part of 
the Know-Water programme 
and last week visited the 
Whau Valley Dam and the 
Waste Water Treatment  
station in Whangarei. We also 
have “power police” who keep 
us in line when we are wasting 
power, water wardens to 
check our water usage, and 
recycling wardens.     

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 

Whakatauki (proverb) of the Week 

Matariki atua ka eke mai i te rangi e roa.Matariki atua ka eke mai i te rangi e roa.Matariki atua ka eke mai i te rangi e roa.Matariki atua ka eke mai i te rangi e roa.    
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Divine Matariki come forth from the farDivine Matariki come forth from the farDivine Matariki come forth from the farDivine Matariki come forth from the far----off heaven.off heaven.off heaven.off heaven.    

  

13th June 2013  TERM 2 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

10th—14th June  
Matariki week. 

Friday 14th June  - School-
wide Matariki Festival 

17th—21st June—Life 
Education Caravan 

28th June—”Mathathon” & 
Cross Country 

4th July—Interschool 
Cross Country 

19th June & 10th July—
Ripper Rugby coaching all 
children. 

12th July—Last day of 
term. 

Term Dates: 

Term 2 

6 May to 12 July 

Term 3 

29 July to  
27 September 

Term 4 

14 October to  
20 December 

RUAKAKA 

SCHOOL 

NEWSLETTER 

Last week we were 
fortunate to have some 
teachers visit our school to 
share our environmental 
journey. It really wasn’t 
until we all sat together and 
looked at a power point 
display of photos that I 
realized just how far we 
have come. We can feel 
very proud of our 
achievements and almost 
every project has been paid 
for through grants and 
donations! Some of these 
projects are the vegie 
gardens, the edible forest 
and hedge, the citrus grove, 
worm farm, compost  

“Know Water” Goals 
1. To describe some 
of the waste water 
problems or issues in 

Whangarei. 
2. To explain the  
benefits of wise water 

use. 
3. To show others 
different ways to save 

water. 
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Bus Lines 
If you need to make a bus change 
or wish to pick up your child 
rather than them going on the 
bus, please ensure that the office 
is rung by 2.15. 
Please come to the office before 
you uplift your child. This 
ensures that we know where 
your child is when we check off 
the bus lines. The safety of all 
children is paramount and this 
would help us greatly. Thank 
you. 

Parent Support Group 

HELP!!!! 
We desperately need to reform our 
Parent Support Group. Our 
wonderful group have worked 
tirelessly over the years to support 
activities in the school, but now it is 
time for some new blood with 
some new ideas. 
ARE YOU ONE OF THOSE PEOPLE?  

Please come along to a 
meeting at 2.45pm on Monday 
24th June. Afternoon tea will 
be provided, children 
welcome. 

Pou Poles 
As part of our Environmental 
Education programme, every 
class will be painting a pou 
pole which will be displayed 
just inside our front  
entrance.  If any parents are 
able to help us by either  
under-coating the poles or 
actually helping the children 
to decorate them, please see 
either the office or your 
child’s teacher. They will all 
have a different theme  
related to our environmental 
projects.   

LIFE EDUCATION PROGRAMME 

Parent Column 

A BUDDING ARTIST   

 Jasper Eggleton -  Room 7 

Page 2 

There is a cost involved and so I would 
ask that all children bring along a gold 
coin donation any day next week to 
help towards this cost. Please send this 
to the office. 
Support Group funds will help us with 
this cost as well.  

Next week we will have the 
Life Education Trust Caravan  
in the school all week. The 
Life Education programme 
looks at: 
self-esteem, social 
relationships, body systems, 
and food & nutrition. 
It is an extremely 
worthwhile programme with 
great messages. The children 
really enjoy it every time it 
comes. 
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 Matariki Festival Day 
Tomorrow, 14th June, we are having a  
Matariki Festival Day here at school.  This 
will involve sharing the story of Matariki, 
sharing some kai which the children will 
cook, a performance by our kapa haka 
group and the construction of a personal 
star by every child.  
 

Thank you so much to those parents 
who generously donated meat for our 
stews and soups. 
Please come along and share the day 
with us tomorrow. 
 

This is a time for the community to come  
together as we always do on these sorts of 
days. 

Unfortunately, there are 
some children who are still 
receiving these more often 
than we would like and so 
the next step for these 
children is that they will be 
put onto a Behaviour  
Contract which will be 
monitored by myself or 
another staff member. This 
requires the child to 
report to the staff member 
twice a day. 
Our next plan is to set up 
some environmental  
activities that children can 

Our 3 rules are: 

Be kind to other people 

Do the right thing in the 
right place 
Care for our environment. 
 

In each newsletter, I intend 
giving you an update on our 
responsible behaviour plan.  
We have continued with our 
‘red card/green card’ system 
this week and we are 
beginning to notice the 
number of ‘red cards’ going 
down.  

opt into during breaks. 
This will be voluntary for 
any children although 
some may be persuaded in 
that direction if needed.  
 
We are still welcoming 
any of you who are able 
to come down to 
school at any  
time to help supervise 
a fun activity, please 
let us know. If you 
are a gardener, that 
would be great. 

       MATARIKI FESTIVALL DAY TOMORROW! 

RUAKAKA SCHOOL RESPONSIBLE BEHAVIOUR PLAN 

ANZ NETBALL GRANT 
Recently we were very  
fortunate to receive a grant 
from the ANZ bank to  
purchase netball gear.  
We were given 6 new balls, 
sets of bibs, a timer, and 
some court markers.  
Thank you ANZ and also to 
Susan McKegg for getting the 
application done for us. 
Our netball teams are doing 
very well with their Saturday 
games and I am sure this 
new gear will really help. 
 

Page 3 

PROGRAMME FOR THE DAY 
 

9.00am - 12.00 — Matariki activities in 

classrooms. (cooking, crafts, story-telling) 
 

12.00  - Kapa haka group to perform. 
 

12.20 — Kai time for juniors 
 

12.30  - Kai time for seniors. 
Lunchtime — sports, board games, 
playtime with the tamariki. 
Could all children please bring along a 
named cup, bowl, spoon and fork in a 

plastic bag. 
We will be sending home rinsed dishes 
with the children. 
All welcome. 

Heather Knight came to present 

us with our new netball gear. 
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Phone: 

(09) 432-7503 
 
Fax: 

(09) 432-8631 
 
Mobile: 

(021) 0233 2267  
 
E-mail: 

ruakaka@xtra.co.nz 

Notices 

Mathathon 

Friday 28 June 2013 

We hope you are encouraging your child to learn all their math's questions, and 
you are helping them find sponsors.  Please do not let your child door knock in 
your neighbourhood without an adult.  Encourage them to keep up the good 

work. 

Remember to keep this day free and come along to help and support the kids 

with their Cross Country. 

 

Old clothes  

We are in need of a variety of clothes for our sick bay for the kiddies that have 

the odd accident both girls and boys in all sizes would be welcome. 

 

Children’s Absences 

Thank you to all those families who have, since our last newsletter sent texts or 
left messages in regards to absentees.  It is important for all our children to be 
here by 8-30 so they can settle in for the start of the school day. 
 
Thank you 
We would like to thank Bream Bay Tyres for giving us tyres for our hut making 
and Marlene Greene for arranging this and delivery to our school. 
The children are loving the new material. 
 
Mid winter Xmas festival of flowers  
 
On the 28th June till the 29th June  the Marsden Bay Garden club will be at the 
Ruakaka Memorial Hall holding their annual garden and flower show. 
The children section is an arrangement in an egg cup These are to be delivered 
to the hall on the Friday morning  for more information please call  
Marvyn Smith 4321220 or Noeline Willis 4328303  or ask at our office. 
 
Reminder  
 
Scholastic book orders can only be paid by credit cards or Cheque made out to 
Scholastic New Zealand NO CASH 
 
Need a Babysitter  
 
Responsible 16 year old Whangarei Girls High Student  , will provide excellent 
babysitting care for children. I have had many years of experience as I have 
younger siblings. 
I am looking to provide care in the Ruakaka area. 
I am willing to work late nights , weekends and week nights. 
Phone Brittany Speedy on 09 4322501 
 

12 Sandford Rd 
Ruakaka 
RD1 
Whangarei 0171 

  

THANKS 

Thank you to all parents who transported the Senior children on their Water 
Treatment Trip. 
Thank you to all our wonderful families who have come along to school and helped 
with our Matariki Festival Day.  Without your help this day would not be possible. 

Website 

www.ruakaka.school.nz 
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