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2020 

Term 2 
16 Jun - School Photos 

29 Jun to 3 Jul - Matariki Week 

Celebrations 

Monday - Whole School 

Assembly, Matariki Rotations 

Tuesday - Matariki Rotations 

Wednesday - In-class activities  

Duffy Assembly 1.30-2.30, 

Hangi preparations 

Thursday - Kapa Haka 

Performances + Hangi  

Friday - Whole School 

Assembly  

Mid Winter Swim 1.30pm 

3 Jul - End of Term 2 

20 Jul - Start of Term 3 

11 Sept - Teacher Only Day 

TERM DATES 2020 

Term 2 - 13-Apr to 3 July 

Term 3 - 20 Jul to 25 Sep 

Term 4 - 12 Oct to 15 Dec 

Our mission statement: 
He kura whakamana i ngā ahurea o ngā tamariki, tōkia, tūkia o rātou pūkenga,o rātou 

manakotanga o rātou auahatanga, poipoia rawatia ka  

whakanuia e te whānau whānui me te hāpori. 

To be a rural school where innovation and cultural identity are embedded, students' individual 

talents, needs and abilities are nurtured, celebrated and supported by 

 whānau and community. 

Whakatauki (proverb) of the Week 

He aroha whakato, he aroha puta mai 

If kindness is sown, then kindness you shall receive. 

Tena koutou katoa, 
I am sure you were as pleased as I was to hear the Prime Minister’s 
announcement about moving to Alert Level 1.  For us, there will be no major 
changes to what we are doing and our school continues to be safe to attend, 
including any staff and children who are considered more vulnerable to 
COVID. We have a good cleaning routine in place, people who are sick are 
staying at home and we continue to encourage good hygiene practices. 

We are supporting contact tracing by having QR code posters at our 
entrances – so if you haven’t already downloaded the NZ COVID Tracer app 

the Ministry of Health’s NZ-COVID Tracer app page has information to 
help you do that.    What is changing is we can now look forward to 
welcoming all of our school community on site for these large events and 
activities. Coming up soon will be our Matariki Celebrations Week and we 
are really looking forward to seeing you all there.  

Yesterday we celebrated Support Staff day to show our appreciation for all of 
the wonderful people who help make our school the amazing school it is!! 

 

 

Quote of the week 

“When we do the best we can, we never know what miracle is wrought in our 
life or the life of another.” — Helen Keller  

https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-novel-coronavirus-resources-and-tools/nz-covid-tracer-app


Learning Support Coordinator Role 

Di Moorhead has been appointed the Learning Support Coordinator (LSC). We 

are delighted to have Di join our team. She comes with many skills, strategies 

and knowledge to help support our learners. 

Di will be supporting students, whanau and staff at Waipu, One Tree Point and 

Ruakaka Schools. This is a new position that has been created to support 

students with additional needs.  

As part of Di’s role, she will be supporting staff to identify students that may 

require extra support. This may include some screening assessments for 

learning difficulties. If you do not wish Di to screen your child/ren if needed, 

please contact the office to let us know. 

This is the difference between the LSC and Senco (Special Educational Needs 

Coordinator) roles: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

School Lunches 

We are no longer able to offer school lunches on a Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday.  You are able to 

order lunches on Thursday and Friday following the process below. 

 

LUNCHES ONLINE 

Two Birds Café 

Delivers to Ruakaka School on Thursdays and Fridays 

You need to register online at: 

www.lunchonline.co.nz 

1. Register an account 

2. Add member – including your child’s name, school and classroom 

3. Make a payment so you have funds in your account before you order 

4. Select your lunch and place your order. 

 

LSC SENCO 

 Supporting students with learning difficulties 

such as dyslexia, dyspraxia, dyscalculia etc 

 Supporting students with ADHD or ASD 

tendencies. 

 Developing programmes and strategies 

alongside class teachers for students with 

extra learning / behaviour needs. 

 Support ORS funded Students. 

 Support High Heath Funded Students. 

 Support ESOL students. 

 Support High Behavioural Needs. 

 Co-ordination of Teacher Aides 

The LSC and SENCO will work together alongside agencies as required.  

http://www.lunchonline.co.nz


Matariki 

Matariki is the Māori name for a cluster of stars which is visible in our night sky at a specific 
time of the year. In 2020, from 13 to 16 July, Matariki will re-appear in the dawn sky – signalling 
the start of the Māori New Year. (Note: this will be during the School Holidays). Ruakākā school 
will be celebrating Te wiki o Matariki in Week 12. 
 

It is a time to celebrate new life, to remember those who’ve passed and to plan for the future. It 
is also a time to spend with whānau and friends – to enjoy kai (food), waiata (song), tākaro 
(games) and haka. 
 

Below is an overview of what our Matariki week will look like: 

 

SHINE Leaders 
We would like to introduce our new SHINE leaders to you. These wonderful Year 5 and 6 children were 

amongst others who wrote a letter of application with the reasons why they believed they would be a 

great leader in our school.  

The following children were 

selected to be our first SHINE 

leaders:- 

(from left to right) Waikohu 

Carrington, Ruby Lou Nilsen, 

Eli Malota, Elliot Dunn, Larissa 

Tanuvasa, Nikau Harvey, 

Hosea Kaiarake, Spencer 

Casey, Lukas Wilson, Eloise 

Grieve, Kaila Bernsee and 

Cory Whitehead (absent 

today).  

Their first job today was to help 

hand out a beautiful gift to 

each of our support staff. They 

will also be running assemblies 

and helping out in so many 

ways throughout our school. 



Three Way Learning Conferences (3WC) - Interviews  

Wednesday 24th June & Thursday 25th June - Bookings Now Open 

This year we are trialing a new booking system for our 3 way conferences (Interviews). Instead of 

booking through the office or filling out a hard copy form, you can do it online. 

This new booking system is now open and appointments can be made by following this link 

www.schoolinterviews.co.nz.  The code is 99dd3 (not case sensitive).   If you have difficulty booking on-

line, please just phone the office and we can sort a time for you.  

On Wednesday 24th June school will close at 12.00pm and  interviews will begin at 12.45pm til 5pm. 

Buses will run early. After-school care will be open for regulars and we can provide care for others until 

3.00pm, provided you let us know via the office by Friday 19th June in order to organise cover.  

On Thursday 25th of June, interviews will start at 3.00pm and run until 5.30pm. Buses will run at the 

normal time. 

Prior to the 3WC, we will conference with your child at school and record their thoughts, ideas and 

reflections about their Distance Learning during Level 3 and 4. We also have a Google form for you to 

complete with your reflections: https://forms.gle/uN3oQ5ZxxP5z25X17 

This link will be emailed to you and we also have hard copies of these at the office if you would prefer a 

hard copy. We would be aiming to collect this feedback at the 3WC’s and use it to inform the school’s 

teaching and learning directions going forward.   

Thank you to everyone who has already booked in their times - its great to see the time slots filling up 

fast!  Come along and discuss your child’s progress so far this year.  

Robots 

Mrs Dunn set a challenge for the 4 senior classes to create a robot that had purpose.  The classes loved 

the challenge and created some amazing robots.  For next term, she has issued the challenge for every 

classroom to create a trolley—so get your thinking caps on as to how you can assist your child with this.  

We look forward to seeing what each classroom comes up with!  Room 12 created these cuties with the 

lego WeDo. 

http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz
https://forms.gle/uN3oQ5ZxxP5z25X17


Room 1’s Electric Guitars 

Room 1 has been designing and making musical instruments, lots of the 

children had made rain makers but a group of boys wanted to make 

ELECTRIC GUITARS!  Help!!  Lucky we had an expert on hand and Room 1 

were super excited to welcome Emma Scobie-Jennings (from Bream Bay 

College) into their classroom.   

It was an exciting day to learn all about electronics! Emma showed them a 

circuit and how you can use it to make things work, then came the tinfoil and 

copper to complete it. Once they attached it to their cardboard guitars and 

connected it to an iPad they had an electric guitar! This was a super amazing 

learning opportunity and they hope to teach other classes how to use 

their electric guitars and see what else they can create with their circuit 

boards. 



Bream Bay Ballet at the Ruakaka Memorial Hall under the new directorship of Elizabeth Harvey 

ARAD RTS offers dance classes in RAD Ballet and ISTD Jazz  from Pre school upwards. We offer 

performance opportunities and a yearly production plus internationally recognised examinations. For fun 

inspiring classes in a nurturing environment and to book a free trial class contact us on  

021 0847 1533 or at dance@breambayballet.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


