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2020 

Term 3 
14 Aug - Pool opening party, 

wear your PJ’s to school  

19 Aug - Room 11 & 12 field 

trip to Halse farm 

(postponement date 26 Aug) 

28 Aug - Daffodil Day, wear 

yellow and bring a gold cold 

donation 

3 Sept - Room 11 & 12 

Stream Visit (Postponement 

date 10 Sept) 

11 Sept - Teacher Only Day 

21 Sept to 25 Sept - Trolley 

Derby Week 

25 Sept - End of Term 3 

12 Oct - Start of Term 4 

TERM DATES 2020 

Term 3 - 20 Jul to 25 Sep 

Term 4 - 12 Oct to 15 Dec 

Our mission statement: 
He kura whakamana i ngā ahurea o ngā tamariki, tōkia, tūkia o rātou pūkenga,o rātou 

manakotanga o rātou auahatanga, poipoia rawatia ka  

whakanuia e te whānau whānui me te hāpori. 

To be a rural school where innovation and cultural identity are embedded, students' individual 

talents, needs and abilities are nurtured, celebrated and supported by 

 whānau and community. 

Whakatauki (proverb) of the Week 
He aroha whakato, he aroha puta mai 

Tena koutou katoa, 
The news we didn’t want to hear! BACK TO LEVEL 2. 

As I am writing this newsletter (Wednesday), we are all still reeling from the 

news that we have had to go back into Level 2 due to a case of community 

transmission in Auckland.  

A post has been put onto the Ruakaka School Facebook page about what this 

means for our school. Let’s hope it only lasts a short time. 

I hope you have all survived all the rain we have had recently and have not 
been too badly effected by flooding. Only 2 weeks to go and it’s spring! Bring it 
on. 

Quote of the week 

“Happiness is when what you think, what you say and what you do are in harmony.“ 

Starlab 



300 Party - this Friday 

PLEASE NOTE: I had thought we would need to postpone this event, but at Level 2, schools can still meet in 

groups of over 100. 

Sadly, we cannot invite whanau along at this time but WE WILL BE HOLDING THIS FUN DAY. 

You should all have received a notice earlier this week about our exciting plans for this Friday.  

Our new swimming pool is finally ready to open and this will happen at 9.15 on Friday morning.  

Any tamariki who wish to try out the pool can bring along their togs, a towel and a bag to put them in. The pool will 

be heated to make it more pleasant. 

We will also have 300 students on the Ruakaka School roll by Friday and as we celebrated when we got to 200, 

we are going to celebrate getting to 300. The tamariki will each decorate a party hat and they will be given a little 

treat each as well. This will happen straight after the opening of the pool.  

At the request of some of the tamariki, it will also be PYJAMA DAY on Friday so the tamariki can wear their 

pyjamas to school.  

Ruakākā School Social Media Policy 

As you are all aware, we have a school Facebook page, a Te Whānau Harakeke page, and Seesaw – all social 

media opportunities.  These were set up for us to share information with you, to celebrate school events and share 

work that tamariki are proud of. 
 

Our Social Media policy highlights the points below so that this is a safe platform for all. 

 

Posts and comments must be: 

 polite and represent the school in a good light 

 relevant to the school community 

 consistent with relevant school policies (e.g. Privacy, Digital Technology and Cybersafety, Harassment, 

Bullying). 

 

Posts and comments must not contain or link to: 

 abusive content, bad language, personal attacks, spam 

 advertising (unless this is thanking a business for their support) 

 identifiable images of a student's face (unless with relevant permission). 

 

If users breach the conditions above, the post/comment may be deleted and the user may be blocked. 

Teacher Only Day  

Just a reminder that we will hold a Teacher Only Day on 11th September.  There will be no school on this day as 
teachers are undertaking professional development.   

Please mark this on your calendars to organise care for your children on this day. 

Starlab 

We were so lucky to have Starlab set up at our school for two days! The Library space was taken up with a huge 

dome and all of the children were so excited to crawl inside. As their eyes adjusted to the dark the Milky Way 

appeared before their eyes. They saw constellations, comets and learnt about what happens to the astronauts in 

space! Finally they got to hold a REAL  meteorite! It was a galactic experience!  

New Class Starting 

Due to roll growth, we will be starting a new New Entrant class in the library on the 24
th
 of August. Emma Staite will 

be starting that class and we have Elly Oud and Zeralda Pirini who will be taking over Room 1. They will be 
spending time with the class over the next week to get to know the children before they start.  This is never an 
ideal situation, but we will try to make the transition as smooth as we can. 

 We were expecting two temporary classrooms to be on site earlier this year, but due to Covid and delays at the 
Ministry, this has not been possible. It is likely that we will not have these even on site until early next term and 
then there is a 6 week building time. 



New Kaiako in Te Māhuri 

Last week we welcomed Tracy Krivan and Michelle Parsons-Sim onto our staff. They have taken over from Whaea 
Kat.  

Devices in case of another lockdown 

So that we are prepared should we go back into lockdown, we have sent out a request via Seesaw, email and 
Facebook today to see which children would require a device.  Please only reply if you don’t have a device at 
home that your child can use as we don’t have enough devices for all of our children.   

Please respond by 10am on Friday 14th August. 



 

 


