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2020 

Term 3 
25 Sept - End of Term 3 

12 Oct - Start of Term 4 

16 Oct - Show Day 

TERM DATES 
2020 

Term 3 - 20 Jul to 25 

  Sep 

Term 4 - 12 Oct to 15  

   Dec - Finishing  

   at 12:00 noon 

Our mission statement: 
He kura whakamana i ngā ahurea o ngā tamariki, tōkia, tūkia o rātou pūkenga,o rātou 

manakotanga o rātou auahatanga, poipoia rawatia ka  

whakanuia e te whānau whānui me te hāpori. 

To be a rural school where innovation and cultural identity are embedded, students' individual 

talents, needs and abilities are nurtured, celebrated and supported by 

 whānau and community. 

Whakatauki (proverb) of the Week 
Ehara taku toa i te takitahi, he toa takitini 

My strength is not as an individual, but as a collective. 

Tena koutou katoa, 
Wow! It seems to have been a very long term, but it has been great to have been able to be here for the whole term 

with no Covid breaks.    

I love this school!  Today I walked around the school to show a visitor what we were all about and I was just 

so proud of all of the tamariki and the staff when I saw what was going on. There were tamariki cooking as part of 

Garden to Table, others were adding finishing touches to their trolleys, parents had come in to help with the trolleys, 

5 year olds were painting trolleys, tamariki were busy with handsaws, electric saws, hammers, others were helping 

Aaron to construct built-up garden framing, some were putting on puppet shows, others were making dioramas, and 

some were starting on exhibits for Show Day next term. Every child was engaged and loving what they were doing. 

This STEAM focus has been magic! 

Quote of the week 
Principles have no real force except when one is well fed. 

Mark Twain 



Scholastic Books 
If you have ordered Scholastic books this term, they have arrived so please call into the office before the holidays 

to pick these up. 

2021 Roll numbers 
We have received our staffing notice for next year and we already have more children than we anticipated for the 

beginning of 2021. If you have 4 year olds at home that we don’t know about, please get them enrolled early next 

term or if you know of any other families coming to Ruakaka School next year, please ask the whanau to let us 

know so that we can have sufficient staffing to start the year. Thank you for your help with this. 

Teacher Only Day in Term 4 
On the 23 November 2020, we will be holding a teacher only day so we can plan for 2021.  This is one of 8 

teacher only days that the Ministry of Education has given all schools which must be used by 2022.  This means 

that there will be no school for children on this day. 

Marsden Lions Citizenship Awards 
Once again the Marsden Lions are holding this event for children in the Bream Bay area to acknowledge good 

citizenship. We have selected 20 Year 6 children to be presented with these awards at Bream Bay College on 

Wednesday 14
th
 of October at 6.00pm. If your child has been selected, you should have received an invitation this 

week. 

Trolley Derby 

This term I challenged every class to make a trolley. The main criteria were that it had to be able to hold at least 

one person and needed to be able to make it around the court without falling apart! They were also asked to use 

as many recycled products as possible. It has been a real ‘village’ effort and today (Thursday) at 11.00am, we 

tried them out. Thank you to all of you who have given your time to help or have provided bits and pieces to be 

used for these. They look amazing! I hope some of you have managed to get along to school to see them in 

action. There’s been lots of practising. 







PTA Raffle Winner 
Congratulations Louise Spicer for winning the quilt raffle! She 

was delighted and has put it on the bed her grand children 

use when they stay.  A massive thank you to the Ruakaka 

Patchwork Group for donating the quilt.  $564 was raised and 

will be used for purchasing educational resources.   

Judges for Show Day 

If you or a grandparent would like to be a judge for the indoor exhibits on show day, please contact the office 

423 7503.  This is a fun job and we will pair you with another person to judge with, so if you and a friend would 

like to do this, please let us know.  Judging takes place between 10:30am and 12 noon.  

P.T.A Fundraiser: 

This year we are creating your child’s art into 

affordable Calendars, Cards, Diaries, Mouse Mats 

and Sketch Pads. These make unique Christmas 

gifts for family and friends and are perfect for posting 

overseas. Look out for further details and order forms 

next term. Your children are working hard on them at 

the moment. 

Thank-you to the wonderful P.T.A team for your hard 

work this term. These events have included the 

school disco, purchasing sandpit toys and a new 

school BBQ, sausage sizzle and sushi lunch and the 

quilt raffle. If you would like to be part of the team 

come along to the next P.T.A meeting, or let us know 

if you are happy to help out at events. Join our 

facebook page for regular updates, search Ruakaka 

School PTA. 

Show Day - 16 October.   

Today is the last day to enter your lamb or kid into show day.  

If you haven’t sent the form back, please ring the office today, 

no late entry forms will be accepted.  Notices will come home 

from the classroom teachers in regards to the items each 

room is doing, some of these are to be done at home over the 

holidays by your children. 

On the day, Rooms 11 + 12 will be holding a cupcake stall on 

the day.  They will be selling a cupcake in a box for $2.00.  

There will also be sausage sizzle and juicies available on the 

day. 



 

Entries are open for the 2021 Weet-Bix TRYathlon on Sunday 11th April, 2020 at 
the Waitangi Treaty Grounds, Bay of Islands. 

The TRYathlon is all about giving it a TRY and is a rewarding and fun day out for 
everyone.  We set up the school gazebo and everyone can base themselves there for 
the day. 
 

Participants need to be aged between 7-15 years old on event day, and can complete 
the TRYathlon as an individual or in a team of two. 
 

Participants need to be aged 6 years old on event day to complete the Splash&Dash. 
To enter the TRYathlon visit  www.tryathlon.co.nz/ 
 

Ruakaka School has created a School Group which you can join when you enter from 
home. Search for Ruakaka School when prompted.  By linking to our school group it 
will give us the chance to win some great prizes. 
The direct link to register into our school group is: 
https://www.registernow.com.au/secure/Register.aspx?E=40605&G=118309 

If someone you know requires financial assistance to enter the TRYathlon, should it be 
subsidised entry fees or funding for necessary equipment, then you can apply to the 
Weet-Bix TRYathlon Foundation for assistance.  
Visit www.tryathlon.co.nz/foundation for details. 

If you have any school related questions please contact  Kylie Batten at 
kylieb@ruakaka.school.nz otherwise contact the Weet-Bix Kids TRYathlon team; 
email Sophia@smcevents.co.nz or phone 0800 WEET BIX (0800 9338 249). 

Every participant who enters receives: 

 a Weet-Bix Kids TRYathlon medal 
 a downloadable certificate of achievement 
 an official Weet-Bix Kids TRYathlon t-shirt, drawstring kit bag & swim cap 
 complimentary breakfast from the Weet-Bix Breakfast Tent 
 PLUS the chance to WIN awesome spot prizes and meet their sporting heroes. 

 

Get your entries in early to secure discounted prizes and to ensure a spot – this 
event has sold out in the past! 

https://tryathlon.co.nz/
https://www.registernow.com.au/secure/Register.aspx?E=40605&G=118309
http://www.tryathlon.co.nz/foundation/
mailto:Sophia@smcevents.co.nz?subject=Schools%20Programme


Community Notices 
BREAM BAY CRICKET RALLY DAY – MONDAY 19TH OCTOBER, 3:30pm 
Is your son or daughter wanting to play cricket this summer? Bream Bay Cricket is looking for new players 

(aged 5+) and coaches to join the club. Come along to Bream Bay College cricket nets on MONDAY 

19th OCTOBER at 3:30pm for sign up and a hit around. Games will be played on a Friday night for 6 weeks 

starting October 30th, 4:30pm in Whangarei. This will involve modified games and/or skills stations set up for 

various ages and abilities and no gear needed! For more information contact Steve Cunis –

 stephenc@northcricket.co.nz or 0212115524. 
 

International Dyslexia Awareness Month 
Dyslexia PLUS invites supporters, friends and families to join a dawn 
walk of  the Town Basin Loop  on Sunday 18 October. 
Start time 6am from the Canopy Bridge. 
More information 430 0693   admin@dyslexiaplus.org.nz 

mailto:stephenc@northcricket.co.nz
mailto:admin@dyslexiaplus.org.nz


 


