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R D 1 
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FACEBOOK PAGE 

We have a school 

Facebook page 

which is controlled 

by a group of 

administrators. It is 

lovely to see just 

how many followers 

we have and all the 

positive comments 

we receive on here. 

Check in and join 

the group.  

Weetbix Tryathlon- Sunday 29th March in Paihia. 

Last year we had 19 participants in our school team. Let's see 
if we can get over 20. A fun event for 7yr olds and up. The 
distance for the swim, bike and run are very manageable. 
There are breakfast tents, activities to do and all participants 
receive a t-shirt, swim cap, swim bag and a medal. 
Here is the web address to register for the school team 
https://www.registernow.com.au/secure/Register.aspx 
If you have any questions, please email Kylie Batten; 
kylieb@ruakaka.school.nz 

As you know, we have limited parking here at School and we 
have been trying to rectify this with the Ministry.  In the 
meantime, if you don’t need to drive your children to and from 
school, please use the free buses provided.  We also ask that 
you do not park anywhere on the bus turnaround areas as our 
buses really struggle to get around there.  Thank you for your 
patience and help with this matter. 

Carpark 

IY Parenting kaupapa are starting 2 new courses early 

March 2020, 1 evening course Monday 9th March 6pm to 
8.30pm at Salvation Army, Aubrey St, Regent. There is also 1 
day course on Friday 13th March from 10am to 12.30pm St 
Andrews church Hunt St, downtown (behind the courthouse).  
The course is free with program resources provided.  Please 
contact Matua Gilly & Whaea Dianna Paki,  
Accredited Group Leader 
Nga Tau Miharo / Incredible Years Parenting 
ph 021 0410867 

Ruakākā  
School 

Newsletter 

Kia mau ki te aka matua; kei mau ki te aka tāaepa 

Cling to the main vine, not the loose one 

Whakatauki (proverb) of the Week 

Our mission statement 
He kura whakamana i ngā ahurea o ngā tamariki, tōkia, tūkia o rātou 

pūkenga,o rātou manakotanga o rātou auahatanga, poipoia rawatia ka 
whakanuia e te whānau whānui me te hāpori. 

To be a rural school where innovation and cultural identity are embedded, students' 
individual talents, needs and abilities are nurtured, celebrated and supported by 

whānau and community. 

27th February 2020 

TERM DATES 2020 

Term 1 - 3 Feb to 9 Apr 

Term 2 - 28-Apr to 3 July 

Term 3 - 20 Jul to 25 Sep 

Term 4 - 12 Oct to 15 Dec 

TERM 1 
28 Feb 
- Te Whānau 
Harakeke Trip to 
Motat 

- Junior Beach Trip  
Room 9 and 10 

2 Mar - 4 Mar 
Rooms 13, 14, 9, Te 
Rito Camp 

12 Mar - Interschool 
Swimming Sports 

19 Mar - Futsal in 
School Y4 - Y6 

6 Apr - Room 11, 12, 
Te Mahuri Camp 

9 Apr - End of Term 1 

Do you have a spare 
bale of hay that you 
can give our 
chickens so they can 
lay their eggs on 
nice fresh hay? If so, 
please let Aaron 
know. 

Tena koutou katoa 
Here we are in Week 4 of the term already and although I know we are 

enjoying all the continuous sunshine, I know many of you are ready to do a 

rain dance just to water your parched lawns and paddocks and to fill your 

water tanks. Let’s hope there is some relief very soon. 

Quote of the week 
Education is 

learning what you 

didn’t even know 

you didn’t know – 

Daniel J Boorstin  

2020 

New Swimming pool, concrete being poured  



Just a reminder to parents that most days are full for after school care (ASC).  We 
try and accommodate everyone's needs and have a waiting list if ASC is full on 
the day that you require.  If you don’t use ASC on a day that your child is booked 
for, we will charge you for one hour of ASC as we have to hire additional staff to 
cover for the number that we have enrolled.  Thank you. 

On Friday, Ramari will be off on her new adventure – studying! Ramari has been 
awarded a scholarship to further improve her Te Reo skills and we wish her all the 
very best. She will return to Ruakākā School in the middle of the 4th term.  Best 
wishes to Whaea Ramari on her next learning journey 

Whāia te iti kahurangi ki te tūohu koe me he maunga teitei 
Seek the treasure you value most dearly: if you bow your head, let it be to a lofty 

mountain 
Aim high, be persistent and don't let obstacles stop you from reaching your goal 

The concrete was poured yesterday for our new pool  and we are hoping to be 
able to open it for use in about 3 weeks. I hope the weather is still warm enough 
for the tamariki to enjoy it for at least a couple of weeks before the end of term. 

Whaea Ramari 

Many of you will have seen TV reports and the front page of the Advocate where 
the very high rate of truancy in Tai Tokerau has been highlighted. The Ministry 
states that for a child to be attending school regularly, they must be at school at 
least 90% of the time. 
Please help us with this by ensuring that your child comes to school every day 
possible. If you are struggling to get them here because they don’t want to come, 
or any other reason, please come and talk to us. It is usually something very 
simple that we can do to help with this. 

Attendance 

After School Care 

We have a new system when your child is late to school.  You need to bring them 
into the office to collect a late pass card to take to their teacher.  If they don’t get a 
card, their teacher will send them back to the office.  This should help us in 
making sure children who are late for school are marked as present. 

Late Pass 

Swimming pool update 

Yes, this is still coming! Our biggest issue has been trying to find a space to put it 
with all of the anticipated building work coming up but I have been promised that it 
will be here in the middle of March. 

New Playground 

WORLD OF WEARABLE ART 

If your child has been selected for interschool cross country you will receive a 
notice home about it soon. 

 
Last year Charity for kids got in contact with our school and asked for 3 
nominations for the Variety Bikes Programme. Our 3 nominations were 
accepted. Just before school finished for the year, Variety asked for more 
nominations as some schools had not sent their nominations in. Unfortunately 
we didn't get time before school year ended to enter these, so on the first day of 
holidays one of our wonderful teachers took the time to enter 7 more 
nominations.  These nominations were all successful!! 
On Tuesday, 10 tamariki from Ruakākā, travelled in to Whangarei Primary 
School to a special presentation to received their new bikes and helmets!  A 
huge thank you has to go to Jo Irvine for submitting the applications and getting 
our tamariki into town to receive these wonderful bikes.   

Charity for Kids 

PTA 

Lunches - As our lunches on Mondays and 

Tuesdays are not being used much, we are 
stopping this service.  Lunches will continue 
until we run out of supplies. 
Instead, couple of days a term we will have 
special lunches.  On Thursday the 5th 
March, we will have a hotdog lunch! $3 for 
one or $5 for two.  
Easter Raffle - Please can we have any 

donations for Easter raffles to the office. 
This doesn't have to be chocolate it could 
be an Easter craft or book too. Raffle tickets 
to sell will come home soon. 
Keep the 8th of April free for a fun Easter 
Movie and activity night.  
PTA meeting - February 27th @ 6:30 at 

school, kids are welcome to come & play - 
these are normally only an hour long. 


