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2020 

Term 4 

23 Nov - 
Teachers 
Only Day - No 
School 
 
25 Nov - BOT 
Meeting 
 
26 Nov - Interschool 
Athletics at Waipu 
 
7 Dec - Y6 
Graduation dinner 
 
10 Dec - Prize giving 
12 noon at Bream 
Bay College 
 
11 Dec - School wide 
fun day 
 
15 Dec - Last day of 
term.  Buses leave 
school at 12 noon 

TERM DATES  

2020 

Term 4 - 12 Oct to 15 Dec 

   Finishing at 12:00  

   noon 

Our mission statement: 
He kura whakamana i ngā ahurea o ngā tamariki, tōkia, tūkia o rātou pūkenga,o rātou 

manakotanga o rātou auahatanga, poipoia rawatia ka  

whakanuia e te whānau whānui me te hāpori. 

To be a rural school where innovation and cultural identity are embedded, students' individual 

talents, needs and abilities are nurtured, celebrated and supported by 

 whānau and community. 

Whakatauki (proverb) of the Week 
Me mahi tahi tātou mo te oranga o te katoa  

We should work together for the wellbeing of everyone.  

Tena koutou katoa, 
Where has this year gone? What a year we have had. I am so proud of the way the tamariki have got through all 
the challenges a year like this brings with it. Thank you to all of you as their fabulous caregivers, for getting them 
to school and supporting them every day.   Last week, Room 11 and 12 went to SnowPlanet and had a fabulous 
time learning how to ski and snowboard. 

Quote of the week 
Kindness begins with the  

understanding that  

we all struggle.  

Charles Glassman   
 

TERM DATES 

2021 

Term 1 - 3 February 2021 

Easter 2 Apr - 6 Apr 

End of Term 1 - 16 April 



Marine Scientists 
 

Some of our very lucky tamariki from Te Māhuri had the opportunity to be marine scientists for the 

morning. Scientists from Wellington visited Takahiwai marae to talk about pipi. We learnt some 

amazing things, how to identify male and female pipi under a microscope, the different parts of a pipi, 

and how baby pipi are formed.  We helped collect bacteria from local pipi so that the scientists could 

see if there was a reason why some of our local pipi are dying.  

Book Amnesty 

If you have any school readers or library books at home, please send these back to school as soon as possible.  

These can be returned to either your child’s classroom teacher or to the office. Every book that we get returned 

means we don’t need to waste money replacing lost books rather than buying exciting new ones. Thank you.  

Interschool Athletics 
This will be held at Waipu School on Thursday the 26th of November. If your child has been selected for this event, 

you will be receiving a note home about it shortly.  We need to transport the children to and from Waipu School so 

we will need parent support to make this happen, thank you for your support with this. 

Swimming 

We have started swimming and the children seem to be enjoying it. Due to the amount of classrooms we have, not 

every class will be swimming each day.  Your classroom teacher will let you know which days your child will be 

swimming.  Due to a better filter system in our new pool, children do not have to wear swimming caps, but for those 

of them with long hair, we request that they tie it up or use a cap.  A cap helps to keep the hair out of their eyes 

when swimming and keeps it drier. All children are expected to swim unless they have open sores or are unwell, 

please send a note along with your child to excuse them from swimming. 

Planning for 2021 
So that we get adequate teaching spaces and teachers, please let us know as soon as possible if your children will 

not be returning to Ruakaka School in 2021, or if you know of any 5 year olds or older children who will be starting 

here that we do not know about. 



New classrooms 
 

The builders have started work for the delivery of two classrooms on Tuesday. This week they have been busy 

digging holes with the digger.  This has produced some interesting work from our children.  The buildings are 

expected to be delivered in the early hours of Tuesday morning.  We are expecting at least two temporary 

classrooms to be on site over the next few weeks, with a third promised shortly afterwards.  

Nate from Room 10 drew this picture on Monday after the children watched the digger being unloaded from the 

truck and drilling holes for our new classrooms.  We expect to see lots of interesting writing from the children as 

the building progresses. 

Independent Writing 
 

One day Blue Nose, Kevin, Frank and Pocket arrived at Avalanche Mountain.  What mysteries does it hold I 

wonder? 

When Blue Nose, Kevin, Frank and Pocket jumped off the chair lift they sat down and started talking.  Blue Nose 

said “I wonder if there will be any avalanches?”  “Probably not” Pocket said trembling.  “Don’t worry it is just a joke 

Pocket” said Frank cuffing him.  “Snowball fight” Kevin yelled, so they started throwing snow at each other.   

“What’s that rumbling noise?” said Kevin.  “AVALANCHE!” Blus Nose yelled.  They saw someone starting to 

snowboard down so they jumped on.  “Away we go” Frank said.  “Ahhhhh” Kevin screamed, “I thought you knew 

how to snow board.”  “Yeah, but it’s an avalanche!”  They whizzed down the mountain as fast as lightning. 

As they reached the bottom of the mountain , they stumbled off and raced out.  Pocket fell so Frank raced back 

and put Pocket on his back and just escaped.  Thank goodness no one was hurt. 

By Eloise - Room 11 

Food in Schools 
 

Applications for our Healthy Food in Schools programme workers for 2021 close tomorrow.  This means that 

every child in the school will be provided with a free, healthy, nutritious lunch every day that they attend school. 

We have chosen to do most days of the programme ourselves and are hoping to extend our Garden to Table 

programme for an extra day to cover the other day. 

The programme caters for all those children with food allergies, gluten free …etc.  

Your child may also choose to bring their own lunch but we will be providing enough meals for every child. 



Snow Planet 
 

We have a container in the office for the bread tags to go into.  

Blue Nose, 

Frank, Pocket 

and Kevin take to 

the slopes to 

show the children 

how to 

snowboard and 

ski! 


