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Our mission statement: 
He kura whakamana i ngā ahurea o ngā tamariki, tōkia, tūkia o rātou pūkenga,o rātou 

manakotanga o rātou auahatanga, poipoia rawatia ka  

whakanuia e te whānau whānui me te hāpori. 

To be a rural school where innovation and cultural identity are embedded, students' individual 

talents, needs and abilities are nurtured, celebrated and supported by 

 whānau and community. 

Whakatauki (proverb) of the Week 
 Kia mau ki te aka matua; kei mau ki te aka tāepa 

Cling to the main vine, not to the loose one. 

Tena koutou katoa, 
Here we are at Week 8 already with daylight saving due to finish on Easter Sunday 
next week. Then we can look forward to heading into some cooler and wet weather. 
I think we have been very spoilt with the lovely summer we have had.  

Rooms 9, 10 and 14 went to camp from Monday through to Wednesday this week - 
they had brilliant weather and did some great activities!  On Monday, they walked 
up Mt Manaia, Tuesday they walked to Smugglers Cove and on Wednesday they 
learnt how to surf at Ocean Beach.  Below they are winding their way up the hill 
towards Smugglers Cove. 

Quote of the week 
There is only one 

corner of the universe 

you can be certain of 

improving,  

and that’s your own 

self.  

Aldous Huxley  

TERM DATES 

2021 

Term 1 - 3 Feb to 16 Apr 

Term 2 - 3 May to 9 Jul 

Tem 3 - 26 Jul to 1 Oct 

Tem 4 - 18 Oct to 15 Dec 

Term 1 
 
29 to 31 Mar - Camp for 
room 11, 12 and 13 
2 Apr - 6 Apr - Easter 
Holiday 
16 Apr - End of Term 1 



Healthy Food in Schools 
More and more of the tamariki are eating more of the food every day which is great to see. Some of them would not 

eat any fruit at all at the start of the programme, but are now giving it a go. The leftover fruit from morning tea is 

consumed continually by the children throughout the day so none goes to waste.   

We had some feedback about the ham we were using - that it was too processed – so we have changed this up to 

champagne ham this week so I hope the tamariki are enjoying it more. The reason we had the original ham was 

because it was gluten free and so our gluten intolerant tamariki could have the same as everyone else.  

There has also been a question asked about the cheese slices we are using on the sandwiches. After discussing this 

with the food preparation staff, I was told that this is not the cheese slices you buy in the supermarket – these slices 

are Edam cheese and they come in a catering pack for ease of serving.  

If you have any further queries, please come in to the kitchen any time during the day and I am sure the staff will be 

happy to answer your questions.  The weekly menu will be going up on the Seesaw page either Fridays or Monday 

mornings from now on.  

PLEASE NOTE: Due to the unavailability of some products that we order some days from Bidfood, plus us 
trying not to waste leftover product, the menu may change without notice from what we advertised on the 
previous Friday.  

School Holidays 

These start on the 16
th
 of April and are for 2 weeks.   We start Term 2 on the 3rd of May. 

PTA - Easter Raffle 
Have you seen the magnificent patchwork quilt that is hanging up in the foyer? This was kindly donated to us by the 

Bream Bay Quilting Club. It is the second quilt they have donated to the school and will be first prize in the Easter 

raffle so come in and buy some tickets.  

You should have received some 
raffle tickets this week with your 
child. Please return these to school 
(sold or unsold), by next Monday 
29th March so that we can draw it 
on the 31

st
 of March.   

The next PTA meeting is on 

tonight @ 6pm and will be held in 

the Multipurpose room, this is a 

great place to pitch in and get 

involved with your child at school.  

If you are new to our school 

community or would like to join a 

lovely, friendly group who's h focus 

is to provide extra opportunities for 

our children, then come along and 

get involved. These meetings 

normally last around an hour. 

The PTA are doing a hoodie and  

t-shirt fundraiser.  These will have 

the school logo on the front and 

your child’s name on back.  Order 

forms have come home already 

and orders close on Thursday the 

8th of April - no late orders 

accepted.  These will be delivered 

mid Term 2 - we will keep you 

posted on when they will arrive. 



Ruakaka School Facebook page  

A reminder that our Facebook page was created to: 

 allow us to contact as many of you as possible in the case of an emergency like the tsunami evacuation 

 Keep in contact during events like Covid when we were in lockdown  

 Celebrate school events 

 Share notices 

 Sometimes to advertise job vacancies 

Amazing ANZAC writing by Rico Bax-Quince, Room 13 



Camps 
This week Rooms 9, 10 and 14 have been away at Taurikura Camp and have climbed Mount Manaia and 

participated in lots of outdoor activities.  

Next week, Rooms 11, 12 and 13 will be going out to the same camp. 

Thank you to the staff for organising these camps and to all the whanau who have supported them. I know just 
how much work goes into organising these camps and there is no tiredness like it on their return. 

Swimming 

It has been wonderful to have our new pool fully operational this summer. It is noticeably deeper than our old 

pool but the children have adapted very well. They can really learn to swim now and we have had the support 

of Dave from Top Energy and Northland Watersafe over the past two weeks around water safety.  

Bus Reminder 

From the 8th March, we introduced a new system for the end of our day routine.  If your child normally goes 

home on a bus and you need to pick them up, you know longer need to ring the office.  Instead, please be at 

school before 2:30pm and go straight to your child’s bus line and sign your child off the bus with the bus 

monitor.   

If you can make sure your child knows their afternoon routine in the morning, it helps reduce anxiety of not 

knowing what is going on.  We can’t let children tell us about changes of plans—you still need to ring into the 

office and let us know if there is a change of plan. 

90 More Miles 

This is a fundraiser for the Kind Hands facility which caters for young children with serious medical conditions. 

They provide respite for parents. Eleven of our staff have worked as a team throughout March to raise funds 

for this amazing place by walking as much as we can to complete as many lengths of 90 Mile Beach as we 

can. It has been great for our fitness as well. If you would like to contribute to the Givealittle page, I am sure it 

would be greatly appreciated. Well done Ruakaka Shining Stars! 

https://givealittle.co.nz/fundraiser/2021-classic-builders-90-more-miles-challenge 

Easter holiday 

This year we are really lucky to have an Easter break as part of the term rather than being included in the 

school holidays.  

A reminder that this comes next week – the 2
nd

 of April and goes through until Tuesday 6
th
 April with tamariki 

returning to school on Wednesday 7
th
 April.  

Tent City 

Tent city is being held on 30th March here at school for Rooms 8, 15, 16 and The Nest. It starts at 8:45 and 

goes thru to 2:30pm.  They need lots of parent helpers to make this day a success.  Children are making their 

own pizzas for lunch so we will need some helpers to work the pizza oven and cook them. 

Parents’ concerns about student behaviour 

We have some children that need help with reading and writing and some children that need help regulating 

their behaviour.  We are an inclusive school that works alongside all our children to create a positive 

environment for them all to learn.  If you have a concern about an incident at school, parents should contact 

the school and the school will deal with the concern.  The school believes that parents should not approach 

other students or parents about school behaviour incidents.  This also applies to incidents that occur out of 

school time or off school grounds but when students are connected with the school e.g. at EOTC events, or 

travelling to or from school.  Thank you for your help in this matter. 

https://engage.classicbuilders.co.nz/e2t/tc/VX38Vj54SSj1W8YQcYT7nFs8fW430FVB4nqfYbN97h0HS3p_b1V1-WJV7CgDHSW9cCr6b8qQCcMW3vtxxF8-Vt_7W5MXVMl68dlXXW12TrBS42x9p5W6_36CL7fSPHJW8PVSGb586lvCW1LzZX-1Z5P4rW24yMFv1rQL3BW1dDBBw1wxD6-W7M8yxN1PszmFVqmXjF5MLW7bW3BL4FP7PD-


Camp  

Rooms 9, 10 and 14 





 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are only 4 weeks away from the Bay of Islands Sanitarium Weet-Bix Kids 
TRYathlon at Tau Henare Dr, Waitangi Grounds on Sunday 11th April. Well done to 
those who have already entered.  Not long to go now, so keep up the training! 
 
 Participants need to be entered by midnight on 21st March to take advantage 

of the Early Bird price of $45 as well as the option of having their TRYathlete 
pack couriered to your home.  

 Entries will continue to remain open but participants who enter after this date 
will need to collect their TRYathlete pack at our Early Pack Pick Up or on the 
event day. 

 The TRYathlon is all about giving it a TRY and is a rewarding and fun day out for 
everyone. We set up the school gazebo and everyone can base themselves there 
for the day. 

 Participants need to be aged 7-15 years old on event day, and can complete the 
TRYathlon as an individual or in a team of two. 

 Participants need to be aged 6 years old on event day to complete the Splash&Dash 
 To enter the TRYathlon visit  www.tryathlon.co.nz/ 

  Ruakaka School has created a School Group which you can join when you enter 
from home. Search for Ruakaka School when prompted.  By linking to our school 
group it will give us the chance to win some great prizes. 

 The direct link to register into our school group is https://www.registernow.com.au/secure/
Register.aspx?E=40605&G=118309 

 If someone you know requires financial assistance to enter the TRYathlon, should it 
be subsidised entry fees or funding for necessary equipment, then you can apply to 
the Weet-Bix TRYathlon Foundation for assistance. Visit www.tryathlon.co.nz/
foundation for details. 

 If you have any school related questions please contact Kylie Batten at 
kylieb@ruakaka.school.nz otherwise contact the Weet-Bix Kids TRYathlon team; 
email Sophia@smcevents.co.nz or phone 0800 WEET BIX (0800 9338 249). 

 
Every participant who enters receives: 

 a Weet-Bix Kids TRYathlon medal 
 a downloadable certificate of achievement 
 an official Weet-Bix Kids TRYathlon t-shirt, drawstring kit bag & swim cap 
 complimentary breakfast from the Weet-Bix Breakfast Tent 
 PLUS the chance to WIN awesome spot prizes and meet their sporting heroes. 

https://mandrillapp.com/track/click/30998792/www.sanitarium.co.nz?p=eyJzIjoiMzBPQnlpbi1uOGEzZzJZZGNSVHBxbFdPT3ZrIiwidiI6MSwicCI6IntcInVcIjozMDk5ODc5MixcInZcIjoxLFwidXJsXCI6XCJodHRwczpcXFwvXFxcL3d3dy5zYW5pdGFyaXVtLmNvLm56XFxcL0NNU01vZHVsZXNcXFwvTmV3c2xldHRlcnN
https://tryathlon.co.nz/
https://www.registernow.com.au/secure/Register.aspx?E=40605&G=118309
https://www.registernow.com.au/secure/Register.aspx?E=40605&G=118309
http://www.tryathlon.co.nz/foundation/
http://www.tryathlon.co.nz/foundation/
mailto:Sophia@smcevents.co.nz?subject=Schools%20Programme


Te Manawa Tahi Bream Bay 

Te Manawa Tahi is a learning support hub where you can come in and talk to education professionals about your 

child’s learning needs.  This is a free service.  Learning Support have teamed up with schools / kura, early childhood, 

iwi and community providers to work together with the sole purpose of providing support for your tamariki and their 

learning needs.  Are you are concerned about your tamariki at school and the way they learn and / or behave? Do 

your tamariki have difficulty speaking, hearing or seeing?  Any number of these concerns can affect a child’s 

learning. 

Te Manawa Tahi is visiting Ruakākā School on Wednesday 31st March from 9 til 12.  You are encouraged to make 

an appointment on 0800 5248 4256, or drop in on the day. 

 

Community Notices 

Bumonjuku is a traditional and non-commercial Shotokan dojo with locations in Whangarei and Kerikeri and now we 

are coming south!  Training is Mondays in Waipu at the Coronation Hall, 3.30 to 4.15 for beginner kids and 4.30 to 

6.30pm for youth/adults/advanced.  Thursdays we do training In Ruakaka 4pm to 4.45pm for beginner kids and 5 to 

7pm for everyone else. 

Fees are $60 per TERM for kids in the first class and $90 for the second class. This term will be half the price. Any 

member can train at the other locations without any additional costs. There is special training available over the 

weekend in Whangarei.  Our head dojo is in Yamaguchi in Japan and our head instructor visits NZ on a regular 

basis, he will come again soon after travel restrictions are lifted. In the past we organized a trip for students to Japan 

and had some awesome experiences with training as well as cultural experience, we would love to do that again 

once free travel is possible again. 

Jurgen, our head instructor is a NZ certified sports instructor with a long background in Shotokan karate. 

Contact details:  www.bumonjuku.org  info@bumonjuku.org  Tel: 021-125 6048 

http://www.bumonjuku.org/
mailto:info@bumonjuku.org

