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Our mission statement: 
He kura whakamana i ngā ahurea o ngā tamariki, tōkia, tūkia o rātou pūkenga,o rātou 

manakotanga o rātou auahatanga, poipoia rawatia ka  

whakanuia e te whānau whānui me te hāpori. 

To be a rural school where innovation and cultural identity are embedded, students' individual 

talents, needs and abilities are nurtured, celebrated and supported by 

 whānau and community. 

Whakatauki (proverb) of the Week 
Kei hopu tōu ringa ki te aka tāepa,  

engari kia mau ki te aka matua 
Cling to the main vine, not the loose one 

Term 3 
5 Aug - PTA Meeting 
6.30pm Multi Purpose 
Room 
 

13 Aug - Year 6 Youth 
Summit 
 

13 Aug - Jump Jam 4 Star 
Jam 
 

19 Aug - Mini Olympics 
 

27 Aug - Daffodil Day 
 

1 Oct - End of Term 3 
 

Term 4 
26 Oct - TEACHER 
ONLY DAY (Tuesday 
after Labour Day) 

TERM DATES 2021 

Tem 3 - 26 Jul to 1 Oct 

Term 4 - 18 Oct to 15 Dec 

Tena koutou katoa, 

Welcome back to Term 3 everyone, and a special welcome to our many new whanau and tamariki 
who started at Ruakākā School last week.  
It is certainly great to see the sun coming up earlier and setting later and already I can feel Spring in 
the air.  
This is going to be another busy term so keep an eye out for notices via Seesaw, hard copy, or on 
Facebook so that you keep dates free to join us if you can. 

Quote of the week 
You never change things by fighting the existing reality. To change something, 

build a new model that makes the existing model obsolete - R. Buckminster Fuller  

LOOK WHO CAME TO VISIT!! 



MEETING THE PRIME MINISTER 
Two hours before the end of the day on the last day of last term, I had a phone call from the Ministry to see if we 

would be willing to host the Prime Minister at Ruakākā School on the first morning of this term! What could I say?  

I jumped at this incredible opportunity as I could see it being such a thrill for our tamariki. To meet the Prime Minister, 
the leader of New Zealand, was probably something many of them have never done, and may be unlikely to in their 
life-time.  
I saw it as an opportunity to show the tamariki that the Prime Minister actually exists, and this position is the ultimate 
leadership position. We are constantly growing leaders here at school and Jacinda was able to tell the tamariki what 
her job was - simply put - “I make the rules for New Zealand.” Many of the tamariki said they would love to be the 
Prime Minister one day. She mixed and mingled with staff and tamariki alike and many had photos taken with her. 
Two of our SHINE leaders escorted Jacinda, Kelvin Davis, Emily Henderson, Willow-Jean Prime, and representatives 
from both the Auckland and Tai Tokerau Ministry offices around the school - visiting classrooms and telling them our 
stories. The official party constantly told me how awesome our tamariki were and they loved what we are doing here 
at Ruakākā School. 
Because this visit was such short notice, I apologise for not sending you all an invitation to join us, but the logistics of 
having up to another 200 people, was going to be just too challenging. As it was, it was pouring with rain and flooded 
all the way along SH1 and we had to hold our first powhiri for the day in two classrooms and only some of the classes 
could attend. Thankfully, by the time the Prime Minister arrived, the sun had come out and every child was able to be 
part of this very special experience. I hope they told you all about it when they got home. 
This was another day where I was proud to be the leader of such an amazing school.  

 



NEW CLASS TO START IN WEEK 4 

 
Because of the increase in New Entrant children attending our school, we will be starting a new class in 
our beautiful new pink classroom in Week 4.  
We have employed Kelly Mount to teach that class. Kelly is an experienced New Entrant teacher and is 
moving up here with her family from Upper Harbour School in Auckland. If your child is moving into the 
room, you will already have been notified. We look forward to welcoming Kelly to our school. 

HEALTH PROMOTING SCHOOL 

 
As we are a health promoting school we are encouraging healthy choices with kai. If you are providing 
extra kai, foods such as fruit/vege, sandwiches, plain crackers etc are suitable. Chippies, sugar laden 
treats will be left in lunch-boxes for home. It is difficult for us to encourage other children to eat the food 
from the healthy lunch programme if others have a lunch box full of treats. We would like your support in 
this area please. 
 
Some classes have a brain food break in the first block.  

Brain Food items can be fruit, vegetables, plain pop corn 
or nuts. 



ENGRAVED BRICKS 
Have you ordered your brick or do you know a past family who may like to leave a memory of their time here for 
future generations? These bricks will be incorporated into our new outdoor learning area outside Rooms 1 & 2 and if 
we have enough, some will also be included in the landscaping of our new administration block which should be 
under construction next year.  We have attached an order form for you to use. Orders have been extended until the 
13th of August.  There will also be copies of the order form available from the school office. 

GALA/ WINTER WONDERLAND 
Thursday 4th November 4pm - 8pm.  

Please mark this date on your calendar and let us know how you can help with this. It may be sponsorship, products, 

or time. If we all work together as we do at Ruakākā School, it will be an amazing event.  

This term, all classes will be working on producing items to be sold that night as part of the market stalls. They will be 

using the process of STEAM - Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics. Teachers may be looking 

for donations of bits and pieces for these products so watch out for these requests.  

OUR OPEN-DOOR POLICY 
We try very hard to make ourselves available to you as parents, but sometimes this is difficult, particularly if the day 

is about to begin, buses are getting ready to leave at the end of the day, or the teacher is in class teaching. 

If it is just a quick message that you want to communicate to the teacher, that is fine, but if you need to have a longer 

discussion, we ask that you make a suitable time for both you and the teacher concerned.  

Please always see the classroom teacher first if you have a concern about your child as it can usually be sorted out 

very quickly. If you still feel it hasn’t been sorted, then please see a member of our senior management team. 

100 DAY CELEBRATIONS 
The junior school celebrated 100 days of school last Thursday. Lots of fun 100 activities for the day, special cupcake 

making with Mrs Hay and Alesha, wearing PJs and we ended the day with a 100 day celebration assembly.  

 



COMMUNITY NOTICES 

COLLECTING CHILDREN FROM SCHOOL 
If you are here to pick up your children after school, it is so 
important that you get them marked off their bus line or the 
‘pick-up’ line. If this doesn’t happen, we spend anxious 
moments trying to find your child which also holds up the 
buses. As the school gets bigger, this is even more important. 
Thank you for your help with this. 

CHANGE OF CLOTHES   
With the wet weather and muddy grounds, it is a great idea to have a spare pair of clothing in bags so we don’t have 
to ring you to bring a change of clothes down. We only have a limited supply of spare changes in the office! 

JUMP JAM 4 STAR JAM  
On Friday the 13th of August we will be taking part in Jump Jam 4 Star Jam.  The aim of this exciting event is 
to raise awareness around disability and promote health and wellness in our community.  Please show your support 
and donate a gold coin and receive a cool StarJam wristband.  All funds raised will go to StarJam so they can 
continue to help young people with disabilities to unleash their potential through the magic of music, dance and 
performance.  


