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Our mission statement: 
He kura whakamana i ngā ahurea o ngā tamariki, tōkia, tūkia o rātou pūkenga,o rātou 

manakotanga o rātou auahatanga, poipoia rawatia ka  

whakanuia e te whānau whānui me te hāpori. 

To be a rural school where innovation and cultural identity are embedded, students' individual 

talents, needs and abilities are nurtured, celebrated and supported by 

 whānau and community. 

Quote of the week 
It isn't how much we do, but how much love we put into what we do that really counts. Mother Teresa  

WHAEA TAUSER 

 
Me mihi ka tika ki tōu tātou nei māreikura, tōu tātou nei kaiārahi, 
kaiāwhina, whaea, māmā, karani, kaikuki i te parakuihi, 
poutokomanawa i te hāpori nei, tēnei te mihi nui, te mihi aroha anō 
hoki ki a Whaea Tauser.  
He aha te mea nui o tēnei ao?  
He tangata, he tangata, he tangata.  
Nā Whaea Tauser i whakamana i ēnei kupu, i whakapono ia ki ēnei 
kupu, ko te mauri o ēnei kupu i te whatumanawa, i mua i te aroaro, i 
te toto o Whaea Tauser.  
Pakaru mārika tātou ngā kaiako, te whānau katoa i tōu wehenga, 
mokemoke tonu mātou, tangi hotuhotu ana te ngākau i a koe. 
Horekau he wahine i tū atu i a koe.  
Nō reira e Whaea Tauser, moe mai rā i roto i ngā ringa manaaki o te 
Atua, haere atu rā, haere atu rā. 
 
It is with such heavy hearts that we acknowledge the passing of our 
dear Whaea Tauser, and pay tribute to the mareikura, the treasured 
and respected friend that she was to us. Not only was she a 
valuable member of our support staff, she was also someone who 
went out of her way to help, guide and support others, she was a Grandmother to some of the 
tamariki at our school, she was our Breakfast Club cook, and most definitely, a strong backbone of 
our community. With these words we wish to acknowledge Whaea Tauser: 

 
What is the greatest thing in the world? 

It is people, it is people, it is people. 
 
Whaea Tauser gave essence to these words, she believed in them and they were embedded in her 
being. 
We are heart-broken, we are saddened and we have shed tears, for there is no one who can replace 
you. You have left us and our tamariki with great memories and stories we will not forget. 

 
Rest peacefully in the guarding arms of our Atua Whaea Tauser - all our love xxx 

Te Whānau Harakeke me Te Kura o Ruakākā  



TE WIKI O TE REO MĀORI  
This week we have been celebrating Te Reo Māori in our kura as part of Te Wiki 
o Te Reo Māori, Māori Language Week.  
 
Each day this week we have had a different kaupapa (theme) - Whakarongo 
(listen), Kōrero (talk), Ako (learn), Tākaro (play), Pānui (read) and Waiata (sing).  
 
There have been a lot of fun activities that we have participated in, in our 
classrooms - you might have seen some posts/photos/videos on Seesaw about 
what your tamariki (children) are learning, maybe they can teach you at home too. 
Karawhiua! Give it go!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Tūrei (Tuesday), our whole school took part in the Nationwide ‘MĀORI MOMENT’ at 12pm. We 
danced, we sang, we did a haka, a Jump Jam song and we even did a Tik Tok dance, finishing off with a 
pūkana!  

Ka mau te wehi, Ruakākā School. 
Kia kaha Te Reo Māori!  

Term 3 

30th Sept - Mini Olympics 

22/23 Sept - Master Chef 

Bake Off 

24th Sept—Ruakaka’s Got 

Talent  

TERM DATES 

2021 

Tem 3 - 26 Jul to 1 Oct 

Term 4 - 18 Oct to 15 

Kia ora whanau, 

Here we are with less than 3 weeks of the term left. With us being in Lockdown 
for almost 4 weeks, it has been another very unsettled term. 
Thank you to each and every one of you for the support you gave to your 
tamariki during Lockdown. This time around, many more tamariki engaged with 
the on-line learning more regularly and there were some amazing things 
achieved. I know just how difficult these times are for us all so once again 
thank you.  
I would also like to thank our teachers, many of whom also have tamariki at 
home, for the work they put in to engage the tamariki. They have been 
committed throughout the process, with a large group of them coming down to 
the school at Level 4 to collate hard packs and distribute these to whanau 
alongside devices for those who needed them. 



Planning for 2022 
We are currently looking at organisation for 2022. One of the important things we need to know is if your 
tamariki will be returning to Ruakākā School next year. We also want to know if you have 4 year olds (and 
even 3 year olds) at home who we may not be aware of. These tamariki are sometimes included on an 
enrolment form that you have filled out for older tamariki - but if you have had a baby since that child has 
started, we will not know their details. This really helps with our future planning for staffing and buildings. 
Please let the office know if either your tamariki are leaving, or if you have younger members of your 
whanau that we do not have on a list. If you know of families moving into our area, please encourage them 
to contact the school to let us know. Thank you. 
 
 

Gala Market Night 
As you know, our PTA have been busy planning for this big event which is due to be held on Thursday 

4th November here at school. We are forging ahead with the planning, hoping that by then, this latest 
outbreak of Covid will have settled down and that we are back to Level 1. We will keep you posted but 
please, keep making goodies and supporting the PTA and classroom teachers with anything you can. We 
will be needing lots of helpers both on the night and leading up to it. We are also looking for sponsorship 
so if you are interested in this or know anyone else who may be, let us know here at school. Below are 
some ways that you may be able to support us.  
Room 8 has a sewing project for Gala. If you have spare material lying around, please send them to R8 or 
the office please. 
Room 8 is also in charge of the Jolly Jars stall!  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is something that can be made in advance. All you need is a clean jar and you can fill them with 
anything. For e.g. hair ties, stickers, marbles. How creative can you be?? These can be handed into the 
office or Room 8. Thank you kindly! 
 

Staff Only Day 

A reminder that all staff will be attending a Staff Only Day on Tuesday 26th of October - the day after 
Labour Day. We will be continuing our planning towards implementing the NZ Histories Curriculum in 
2022.  
 

End of School Day 
We have started ending our school day by coming together at 2.25 as a whole school in our bus/pick up 
and afterschool lines on the courts. We close our day with a karakia before boarding buses etc. You may 
notice that buses are arriving a couple of minutes earlier after school. We have noticed that tamariki are 
boarding buses more quietly and calmly! 
 
If you are here to pick up your children after school, it is so important that you get them marked off their 
bus line or the ‘pick-up’ line. If this doesn’t happen, we spend anxious moments trying to find your child 
which also holds up the buses. As the school gets bigger, this is even more important. Thank you for your 
help with this. 
 



Breaking our Bubbles 
On Thursday when the tamariki arrived back at school after being in lockdown at Level 3 and 4.  Mrs Dunn 
brought bubble wands for each child. It was such a fun way to start the day and to break our bubbles. 

Parking 
The buses are really struggling to turn the buses in the turn-around area opposite the school due to cars 
being parked there. Please can we all help, and save a ding in your car - by not parking in the turn-around 
area. Even on the grass area does create problems for the drivers. Thanks everyone. I know just how 
difficult parking is for us all.  

 

Change of Clothes 
With the wet weather and muddy grounds, it is a great idea to have a spare pair of clothing in bags so we 
don’t have to ring you to bring a change of clothes down. We only have a limited supply of spare changes 
in the office! 
 

Show Day 22nd October 
Notices went home this week if you would like enter a lamb/kid/calf for this years Show Day. We need 
these forms back by Friday 1st Oct please. (Last day of term.) 

 
 

DATES FOR 2022 
Term 1 - Begins Wednesday 2nd February, ends Thursday 14th April. 
               Public holidays - Waitangi Day - Monday 7th February 
               School Holidays  - 15th April (Good Friday) until 1st May - includes Good Friday, Easter Monday, 

Easter Tuesday, and ANZAC DAY (Monday 25th April) 
 
Term 2  - Begins 2nd May, ends 8th July. 
               Public Holidays include Queens Birthday (Monday 6th June) and a new holiday - Matariki (Friday 

24th June) 
               School holidays - 9th July - 24th July 
 
Term 3 - Begins 25th July, ends 30th September  
               School holidays - 1st October - 16th October 
 
Term 4 - Begins 17th October, ends Thursday 15th December 
               Public holidays - Labour Day Monday 24th October 



 




