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Our mission statement: 
He kura whakamana i ngā ahurea o ngā tamariki, tōkia, tūkia o rātou pūkenga,o rātou 

manakotanga o rātou auahatanga, poipoia rawatia ka  

whakanuia e te whānau whānui me te hāpori. 

To be a rural school where innovation and cultural identity are embedded, students' individual 

talents, needs and abilities are nurtured, celebrated and supported by 

 whānau and community. 

Whakatauki (proverb) of the Week 
Ehara taku toa, he takitahi, he toa takitini 

My success should not be bestowed onto me alone, as it was not individual success but of a 
collective. 

TERM DATES 2021 

Term 4 - 18 Oct to 15 Dec 

School finishes at 12 noon 

 

 

TERM DATES 2022 

Term 1 - 2 Feb to 14 Apr 

Term 2 - 2 May to 8 Jul 

Term 3 - 25 Jul to 30 Sep 

Term 4 - 17 Oct to 15 Dec 

Quote of the week 
 Happiness is when what you think, what you say and what you do are in harmony. - Mahatma Gandhi 

Term 4 

7th Dec - School Wide Fun 

Day 

9th Dec -   Yr 6 Grad Dinner 

10th Dec - Prizegiving 

15th Dec - End of the Year, 
School finishes at 

12 noon 

Ruakākā’s Got Talent 

As you know this has been a very frustrating and challenging year for our 
school and you as whānau.  But one of the positive things we have managed 
to do was to show case some of our talented performers at our Ruakākā’s Got 
Talent Show last week.  Sadly this was by invite only so sadly you missed out 
on seeing these talented children.  Lets hope next year whānau can be 
included in these events. 



COVID 19 Update  
As you are probably aware, we currently have active Covid cases in the Bream Bay area. All of those 
affected are self isolating and following health department guidelines. Here is the latest information 
from Northland DHB:  The total number of cases, including active and released cases in Northland is 
74.  This is an increase of two cases within the last 24 hours.  One case is in Ruakaka and is currently 
unlinked.  There have now been three unlinked cases in Ruakaka this week, so pop up testing is 
available.   The other case is in Whangārei and is a close contact of an active case. 
28 cases are active in home isolation 
46 cases have been released from isolation 
There are no cases currently in hospital. 
 
Ruakaka Pop Up COVID-19 Testing: 
Ruakaka Racecourse 
- Thursday 25 November - 2.30pm until 6pm 
- Friday 26 November – 9am until 3pm 
- Saturday 27 November – 9am until 3pm 
- Sunday 28 November – 10am until 2pm 
- Monday 29 November – 9am until 3pm 
 
Whangārei South Vaccination Clinics – Thursday 25 November  
Bream Bay Medical Centre – COVID-19 Vaccination  - please call (09) 432 8060  to book into the 
COVID vaccination clinic.  
Whangarei  - Semenoff Stadium, Northland Events Centre, 51 Okara Drive -12pm-7pm  
 

Prize-giving 10th December, 9.00am - 11.00am 

We are still planning to have our prize-giving - unless the Covid situation changes. We will let you know 
how we will manage this next week. 

Last day of school 
Just a reminder that this term ends on Wednesday 15th December at 12.00pm. Buses will leave then so 
tamariki will be arriving home early.  

The first day for 2022 is Wednesday 2nd February.  

We would love to have ALL tamariki start on that day as this is such an important time for classes to bond, 
routines to be established and friendships to be made.  

 

Stationery for 2022 

At our last Board of Trustees meeting, the Board agreed to purchase a stationery pack for every child so 
that all tamariki have the correct stationery at the same time and on Day 1, rather than teachers and 
tamariki waiting for it.  
Each child will be asked to pay $20 for this stationery. You will receive a note about this with your child’s 
report. 
 



Ruakākā’s Got Talent 
 
Ruākāka's Got Talent Grand Finale was held on Friday. It was awesome to be able to showcase the 
amazing talents of our tamariki. But it all started last term when over 40 acts came to audition for Mrs 
Wells. She was blown away with the range of talents on display. After the first round of auditions we had 
to narrow down the talent to the semi finalists. Then a panel of judges decided the top 5 acts for the grand 
final (it was a tough decision). 
Congratulations to the finalists, who all are winners for taking the opportunity given to them and 
showcasing their awesome talents. Such brave girls. Our finalists were - Kohana, Tahlia, Addison, 
Sophia, Jessie, Violet, Kaylee and Poppy. Each performer showed courage, determination and amazing 
talent! 
The outcome of the Grand Final 
1st - Poppy Bates 
2nd - Kaylee Tanner 
3rd - Violet Murrie, Sophia George and Jessie Lindsay  
Highly Commended - Kohana Pirini, Addison Wells and Tahlia Morunga 
Thanks to our awesome judges, Mrs Dunn, Aaron and Irene, who had a hard job of deciding the final 
outcome! 
We look forward to having Ruākāka's Got Talent again next year! 



Inter-School Athletics 
Today 26 tamariki were selected to participate in the Inter-School athletics Day held at Waipu Primary. 
They did so well today and we were very proud of them all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



Room 8’s Under the Sea Inquiry 

As we learnt about who lives under the sea, we discovered the devastating damage that rubbish including 
plastics has for sea creatures living there. We wanted to share our message of preventing rubbish getting 
into the ocean. We found that often if we see rubbish on the beach that we didn’t have anywhere to put it 
when we picked it up. So we thought… just like there are reusable bags to go to the supermarket that we 
would design and make bags that we could take with us when we go to the beach to put any rubbish we 
find in it. Bonus- we could put our message onto the bag! 

We had a marine biologist visit. We collaborated in groups and shared back to the class. We completed 
our design briefs with the message we wanted to share. We looked at different types  and sizes of bags 
and made prototypes. We put our designs onto fabric and learnt to use a sewing machine. We were going 
to go to Bream Bay College to sew our bags but then a lockdown happened. We had a little bit of help 
from Mrs Staite and Whaea Teri to finish the sewing. We wanted to sell our bags at our Winter 
Wonderland gala but this was cancelled so we will sell them to our parents. We are hoping to do a beach 
clean up too. Here are the finished results! Don’t they look cool!  



 

PTA Fundraiser 
Thank you to all the amazing tamariki and whanau who have sold raffle tickets for our PTA  
fundraiser so far. We still have some tickets available in the office if you are wanting more. The 
wheelbarrow of groceries is looking great with all the amazing donations that have been brought in so far. 
For those that are still wanting to donate towards our raffle, we are still needing more goodies for the 
Christmas Themed Hamper and also more gardening products to fill our  
Wheelbarrow of Gardening Essentials. Could we please have donations to the office by tomorrow please 
(Friday 26th November). 
Raffle tickets and money need to be returned to the office by Tuesday 30th November. 
Raffle will be drawn and winners announced on Friday 3rd December.  
Please find Auction details attached. 



Book Amnesty 

It is that time of the year when we would like all whanau to have a really good look at home for any 
school readers or library books and to send them back to school as soon as possible please. 

 

 Lost Property 

Can you all please check that all of your child’s clothing - plus togs and towels, are named. With 
swimming started and the temperatures heating up clothes are piling up in the lost property. If your child 
is missing anything please encourage them to look in the lost property outside Room 8 (The Library) or 
come and have a look through yourself. Thanks   

 

After School Care Finishing Date 

After School care will finish on Tuesday the 14th December.  There will be no ASC on Wednesday as we 
finish at 12 noon.  Please make other arrangements for this day. 

 
Scholastic Book Order 

Scholastic order forms went home last week and are due back to Scholastic on the 8th December. As our 
last day of school is December 15th, unfortunately we cannot guarantee we will receive your order before 
then, so we will give orders out when we return next year on the 2nd  February 

 
Organisation for 2022 

We have made up class lists for 2022, and decided where all teachers and classes will be situated. This 
is going to mean a huge shift around in the last week of school where furniture is going to be moved from 
most rooms.  
If you are free on either the Monday or the Tuesday of that last week, and you have a vaccination 
certificate, we would love some help. Thank you. 

 
Looking towards 2022 

Firstly, we are sure hoping for a more settled year next year but I guess this is something that is out of 
our control.  
We are looking forward to: 
Our 2 new classrooms being built, starting any day now! 
The carpark being redeveloped over the Christmas holidays - so hopefully this will allow more parking 
and improve the safety of us all 
Our old septic system will be upgraded over the holidays 
The new sunshade over the main court area is due to be installed in March/April 
More classrooms will be built, plus a new administration block following on from the completion of the first 
2 classrooms.  
The back field will be closed off for most of next year due to construction. 
The senior school will be off on camp in the second week of the term. 

 

Sunsmart  

We are a Sunsmart school which means that all children are required to wear a hat (preferably wide-
brimmed) for Terms 1 and 4, to slip, slop and slap on the sunscreen, and to cover up when in the sun. It 
is also really important that they drink plenty of water in these warmer months.  
Any child who comes to school without a sunhat will be required to play in the shade during interval and 
lunchtime. It would really help us if those hats (and all of their clothes) were named please. Thank you.  

 

Spare Clothes 

Please remind tamariki to bring in a spare change of clothes as we don’t have spares in at the office. We 
are getting children in daily to change their wet or dirty clothes. 


