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Our mission statement: 
He kura whakamana i ngā ahurea o ngā tamariki, tōkia, tūkia o rātou pūkenga,o rātou 

manakotanga o rātou auahatanga, poipoia rawatia ka  

whakanuia e te whānau whānui me te hāpori. 

To be a rural school where innovation and cultural identity are embedded, students' individual 

talents, needs and abilities are nurtured, celebrated and supported by 

 whānau and community. 

Whakatauki (proverb) of the Week 
Hapaitia te ara tika pumau ai te rangatiratanga mo nga uri whakatipu 

                       Foster the pathway of knowledge to strength, independence and growth for future 
generations. 

Quote of the week 
  I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but people will never 

forget how you made me feel. Maya Angelou  

Last Day  

15 December at 12:00 pm 

Buses leave at midday 

TERM DATES 2021 

Term 4 - 18 Oct to 15 Dec 

School finishes at 12 noon 

 

TERM DATES 2022 

Term 1 - 2 Feb to 14 Apr 

Term 2 - 2 May to 8 Jul 

Term 3 - 25 Jul to 30 Sep 

 



Tena koutou katoa, 

Well here we are in the last few days of what has been another very strange and unsettled year. Thank 
you to those of you who have hung in there and got your tamariki to school as often as you possibly can 
and trusted us to take the very best care of them every day.  
I know many of you and the tamariki have been anxious at times throughout this latest Covid situation, but 
we have tried to keep things as normal as we possibly can every day.  
Who knows what 2022 will bring with the new ‘traffic light’ system. I just hope that Northland will have 
moved out of ‘red’ by the time the new year begins and things will be even more normal.  
Schools are able to stay at current alert levels until the 1st of January 2022 when the new traffic light 
system will take over. 
We will advise you closer to school starting next year about the necessary health measures that will be in 
place to start the new year. If we are in red, this is what it looks like for us 
All ākonga (students) Years 4 and up must wear face coverings indoors and when in close contact with 
others. 
Staff and teachers must wear face coverings when teaching and supporting children in Years 4 and up. 
This includes: 

 in classrooms and assemblies 

 when accessing public venues 

 at student health services 
All ākonga aged 12 and up must wear face coverings on public transport and school transport. 
All parents, caregivers, whānau, and other visitors are encouraged to wear face coverings on site. 
You do not need to wear a face covering when at special interest education, such as music lessons, art 
groups and girl guides. We strongly encourage you to. 
A small number of staff, teachers and students are able to apply for an exemption. 

Prize-giving  

As we have already communicated with you, prize-giving this year is by invitation only due to current 
restrictions. If your child is receiving a certificate or trophy, their teacher should have already notified you. 
If you are attending, please follow the instructions below: 
 Only 2 guests per whanau (no matter how many of the whanau are receiving something). 
 Entry will be through the front gate only and exit through the Sandford Road gate. 
 You must sign in with the teachers at the gate so that we know which child/ren you are there to 

support. 
 Scan in (we will not be checking your vaccination status). 
 Wear a mask at all times correctly (covering both nose and mouth) or a proof of exemption. 
 Bring your own fold up chair if possible and sit in your “bubble”, leaving at least one metre between 

bubbles. 
 We will put up as many gazebos as we can for the tamariki to sit under and whanau are welcome to sit 

on other decks, on the grass area, or under the tree by the front court area. 
 If it rains, unfortunately, we will have to cancel it and give out the awards in another way on Friday. 
 A reminder - if your child receives one of our trophies and you move out of the area, please return it to 

the before you go as we have sadly los some trophies with all the history of recipients on them. Thank 
you. 

Carpark/Septic System/New Classrooms 

Over the next week or two, leading up to Christmas, we will have contractors on site preparing for the 
work to be done on the carpark and the septic system and also two new classrooms going on the back 
field. The carpark and septic system will be completed by the time we come back to school, and the 
classrooms are expected to be ready to occupy by the beginning of Term 2. 
 



Stationery for 2022 

A reminder that we have ordered enough stationery packs for all the tamariki and we will be asking 
every child to pay $20 towards this in the first few weeks. 

Classes for 2022 

By the time you receive this newsletter, your tamariki will have been told what class they will be in next 
year. It will also be included with their report. 

Te Whanau Harakeke 

Due to growth in our unit this year, we have been fortunate enough to employ another kaiako who will join 
our team beginning 2022. Therefore, we wish to welcome Whaea Sam. Whaea Sam hails from Ngāti 
Maniapoto, Tainui waka. Whaea Sam is a new kaiako and comes to us with years of experience in the 
education sector. Nau mai, haere mai Whaea Sam! 
 
This means we will have 5 classes in Te Whānau Harakeke from 2022. Two senior (Year 4-6) and three 
junior (Year 0-3) classes. These are the kaiako and classes we have for next year: 
 
Taumata 0/1 Whaea Charlene (Te Kākano) Taumata 4/5 Matua Jacob (Te Māhuri) 
Taumata 1/2 Whaea Sam (Te Pihinga) Taumata 5/6 Matua Alex (Te Kōrari) 
Taumata 2/3 Whaea Steph (Te Rito) 
 
After much wānanga, kaiako decided that ‘Te Kōrari’ was a name best suited to our tuākana class as this 
represents the flowering stage of the harakeke, reflecting the stage our tuākana blossom. 

Senior Camp - Week 2 Term 1 

If your child is going on this camp and you are planning to either transport children or stay at the camp, 
you must be fully vaccinated or show proof of an official exemption. 
 

Furniture Shift 

As mentioned in the last newsletter, next week on Monday and Tuesday, we will be doing a huge shift 
around of classes ready for next year. If you are fully vaccinated (necessary because you will be ‘working’ 
in the school) and you have some spare time, we would love some help. 

P.T.A 

A special thank you to the parents in the Parent Support Group. They have had another successful year 
considering the circumstances. They raised over $4800, from our raffles alone!  And $700 in the online 
auctions. A huge thank you for all your support and donations too. We hope that next year we may be 
able to try again for a Gala and we will need as much HELP as possible. Thank you to OTC for their 
Gala donation and the Webb family along with funds raised from the Garden to table cupcake day we 
hope to purchase a new basketball hoop ready to go for next year. 
  
The lucky winners from our raffles drawn last Friday were: 
 Bart Guckert won the Wheelbarrow of Groceries 
 Conrad Green won the Christmas Themed Hamper 
 Mrs Staite won the Wheelbarrow of Gardening Essentials  
 Ami won the Queen Sized Patchwork Quilt 
If you would like to join the Parent Support Group please see Kelly in the office or join us at our next 
monthly meeting. More details will be published early in term 1. 



School Wide Shine Fun Day  

On Tuesday, the tamariki had lots of fun activities on offer including bouncy castles, construction blocks, 
water slides and a water fight after lunch, just to name a few. As you can see from the photos the kids 
and teachers had a great time. 


