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Our mission statement: 
He kura whakamana i ngā ahurea o ngā tamariki, tōkia, tūkia o rātou pūkenga,o rātou 

manakotanga o rātou auahatanga, poipoia rawatia ka  

whakanuia e te whānau whānui me te hāpori. 

To be a rural school where innovation and cultural identity are embedded, students' individual 

talents, needs and abilities are nurtured, celebrated and supported by 

 whānau and community. 

Whakatauki (proverb) of the Week 
Ki te kahore he whakakitenga ka ngaro te iwi 
Without foresight or vision the people will be lost 

Quote of the week 
Life is like an ever-shifting kaleidoscope - a slight change, and all patterns alter. Susan Salzberg  

Term 1 
25 Feb - Senior School 
Swimming Sports,  
8 Mar School Photos 
10 Mar - Interschool 
swimming 
(postponement date 11 
Mar) 
15 Apr - End of Term 1 

TERM Dates 2022 
Term 2 - 2 May to 8 Jul 
Term 3 - 25 July to 30 
Sep 
Term 4 - 17 Oct to 15 
Dec 

Kia ora koutou 

Welcome back everyone, and a special welcome to all our new whanau and to 
Whaea Sam Paetai, our new kaiako who has joined Te Whānau Harakeke team.  
 
What strange times we are in with Covid never far from our minds.  
I must congratulate our staff and tamariki on the way they have just on with 
wearing masks while inside, and on the buses (Years 4-6). The weather has been 
unbearably hot and humid and so we have been working outside as much as we 
can every day. We are doing everything we can to keep the classrooms well 
ventilated and as I write this, it is great to feel a breeze coming in through my 
office door. The tamariki are also encouraged to have ‘mask breaks’ whenever 
they need to. Thank you for providing your tamariki with a clean mask each day. 
We do have spares in the office if they forget or they break. 



Some Covid information for you 
As you know, the government will not be closing schools as soon as there is a Covid case in them like they did last 

year. They want all other options considered first. 

Schools will be trying to stay open as much as they can but if we get into a situation where we cannot staff the 

school well enough to keep everyone safe, the Board and Ministry may decide that this would be the best action and 

we will move to on-line learning. Staff are planning for this possibility. 

We are all hoping this does not happen, but just a heads up: 

 Have you got a plan in place if your tamiriki need to learn through distance learning at home? 

 If your child attends After-school Care and we are unable to staff this due to illness, do you have an 

alternative plan for your tamariki after school if you need to work? 

 If the buses are unable to run due to not enough drivers, do you have a plan about who and how you will 

get your tamariki to and from school? 

 We will have plans in place to make sure we can still provide lunches and morning tea for your tamariki if 

we have staff shortages, but please understand, the menu may not be what has been shared with you.  

We are currently setting tamariki up with how to access on-line learning so if this is necessary, they can carry on 

with their learning at home. We’ve had plenty of practice doing this already! 

Staff will also be checking who has devices at home and plan to send home devices and hard packs if needed. 

We are just carrying on as normal, as much as possible, in this unknown situation and using our common sense. 

We will keep communicating with you as necessary through both our Facebook page and Seesaw. Have you got 

access to both of these? See your child’s teacher for the QR code for your child’s Seesaw page. 

We can do this!! We have before. We still believe that school is the best place for your child to be  - around their 

friends with some sort of routine.   

Children who are unwell 

As you know, Omicron is very contagious and so if your child presents unwell at school with Covid-like symptoms - 

head-ache, runny nose, sore throat, coughing - we will ring you to ask you to come and pick them up. This is for the 

safety of other children and staff. In some cases it may be necessary to get your child tested - but please keep them 

home until they are well. If they have a pre-existing condition, let us know and if possible, get a letter from your 

doctor. Thank you, we really appreciate your support with this. 

Ruakaka School Facebook Page 

We often use this platform to communicate with you, to celebrate school events, or to advertise jobs here 

at school. It is designed to be a positive site.  

Our administrators monitor this closely and will remove access to users where inappropriate posts or 

comments are added. 

 

 

Holiday Programme - OSCAR 

We are currently looking into the possibility of running a school holiday programme here at school during 

the next holidays. There is a bit of work involved in this but if there is enough interest we will investigate 

how this can happen.  

If you are interested, please either ring us here at school or let Alesha know at After School Care. 





Stationery Costs  

You should have received a notice recently about this - the Board of Trustees have subsidised every child’s 
stationery this year and we ask that parents contribute  $20 per child towards this cost as soon as possible please. 
Thank you. It has been great for the tamariki to all have their stationery on day one.  

Side Gate Entrance 
The side gate is now locked from 8.30am (after the last bus has arrived)  to 2.30pm, then again once buses have 

gone. After School Care parents will need to access the school via the front entrance. 

Parking 
As most of you are aware our carpark is over-crowded, even before any whanau come to drop off or pick up their 

tamariki. There is a plan to have our carpark redeveloped hopefully in the next school holidays. We have also had to 

tape off areas of the bus turn-around area so that our buses have enough space to get around to drop the tamariki 

off. Thank you all for your patience 

Basketball Hoop 
Last year we had a  cupcake bake sale to raise money for a basketball hoop. We were also very fortunate to receive 

donations from the P.T.A and parents to put towards purchasing this. We are very excited to hear that it is being 

dispatched from the warehouse in Auckland and it is on its way to our kura and will be here soon.  This is very 

exciting news! 

Swimming Sports  
At this stage swimming sports will be going ahead. This is for senior students (years 4-6), they will travel to/from 

Bream Bay College by bus. Unfortunately parents aren’t able to attend this year, but we will have lots of updates/

photos on Seesaw. 

Building update 
I am sure most of you will have noticed that the new classrooms on the back field are now under construction. These 

should be completed by the end of this term and Tracey Morgan and Jo Statham will move into those rooms with 

their classes.  

Once these are finished, 4 more classrooms will be built onto this, plus a new Administration building.  

The large sunshade is due to be completed over the court area around early May.  

The septic system will be replaced over the next holidays and longside this project, stage 1 of the carpark will begin. 

It seems that most building projects are delayed at the moment so watch this space. 

End of Day 

We have had a large number of bus/pick up changes already this term. Please let the office staff know of any 
changes your child may have as early as possible.  




