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Our mission statement: 
He kura whakamana i ngā ahurea o ngā tamariki, tōkia, tūkia o rātou pūkenga,o rātou 

manakotanga o rātou auahatanga, poipoia rawatia ka  

whakanuia e te whānau whānui me te hāpori. 

To be a rural school where innovation and cultural identity are embedded, students' individual 

talents, needs and abilities are nurtured, celebrated and supported by 

 whānau and community. 

Whakatauki (proverb) of the Week 
Ko te ahurei o te tamaiti arahia ō tātou mahi 
Let the uniqueness of the child guide our work 

Quote of the week 
Children are a wonderful gift. They have an extraordinary capacity to see into the heart of things 
and to expose sham and humbug for what they are. Desmond Tutu  

Term 1 
8 Mar School Photos 
14 April - Teacher 
Only Day 
14 Apr - End of Term 1 

 
TERM Dates 2022 
Term 2 - 2 May to 8 Jul 
Term 3 - 25 July to 30 
Sep 
Term 4 - 17 Oct to 15 
Dec 

 
Kia ora koutou 
Well here we are in Week 4 of the term already. I  am so proud of both the 
children and the staff for the way things are just continuing as normally as 
possible. The children who are wearing masks, just put them on and get on with 
it, making sure they have breaks outside when necessary. None of us like 
wearing masks so we do hope that these challenging times will be over soon. 
The children are just so happy to be at school with their friends and it is great to 
see them all running around laughing and enjoying the sunshine. 

Sarah, one of our amazing TAs, runs 
a baking club on a Monday morning 
for some of the students with 
additional needs. Here is a photo of 
Shailah Kupenga from Room 11 
doing some book work while they wait 
for their mini frittata's to cook  



Covid Update: 

As I write this newsletter, we still have had no positive Covid cases here at school which is great. Many 

schools are facing this every day at the moment and there is a clear process to follow if we do get a 

positive case. I have attached more information about what to do if you find someone in your whanau tests 

positive.  

There seems to be some viral infections circulating at the moment with symptoms similar to Covid so this 

is just something to be aware of. There is also a nasty tummy bug around. 

Please keep your child at home if they are unwell. We have sent several children home sick over the last 3 

weeks. I know how hard this is for you when you are trying to work, but we need to keep everyone as safe 

as we can. 

Thank you to everyone who has worn their masks so far this term, we know its been extremely warm 

weather and you are all doing an amazing job at wearing them. 

 



Teacher Only Day 

We will be holding a Teacher Only Day on Thursday the 14
th

 of April. There will be no school for 

the children that day.  Please mark this on your calendars and organise care for your children for this day. 

Breakfast Club 
The breakfast club will continue to run this year and has started last week. It is for any child who wants to 

hang out and have some Weetbix, even if they have eaten at home. All are welcome, this is held in the 

Multipurpose room from 8.30am. 

Aluminium Joinery  

We have a selection of aluminium joinery here at school that we really need to get rid of before Aaron’s 

big shed is moved. We are open to reasonable offers. Most of it is in brand new condition. Let us know if 

you are keen to have a look.  

School Holiday Programme  

We plan to offer a Holiday Programme during the April holidays for children from Ruakākā School only. 

The first week will run from Tuesday 19th April - Friday 22nd of April (Monday is Easter Monday). 

The second week will run from Tuesday 26th April - Friday 29th April. (Monday is ANZAC Day). 

We are currently surveying what days/hours people are wanting and will then confirm this with you. There 

will be a limited number of spaces available so please let us know if you want to use this service.  

Kind Donation 

We are very thankful to  Four Square in Marsden Cove for their kind offer to donate seasonal fruit on a 

fortnightly basis. 

This week we received a box of Royal Gala Apples that we used in our Garden to Table cooking class. 

The children enjoyed fresh fruit salad and apple and blueberry cake. Delicious! Many Thanks Four 

Square! 



90 More Miles 

Once again, some of the staff are entering the 90 More Miles challenge in Māehe/March! This challenge 

will require each of us to complete 88km (21 times around the Hātea Loop) over 31 days (Māehe) to help 

raise funds for local charity, Kind Hands Respite Care Cottage. The staff that have taken on the challenge 

are Mrs Dunn, Ms Irvine, Mrs Statham, Miss Morgan, Matua Alex, Mr T, Mr Naylor, Whaea Sam, Amber, 

Whaea Zeralda, Amy in the office and Amy in the Wharekai.  

This is a wonderful cause and we would love it if you were able to donate to the cause. Any amount is 
greatly appreciated by Kind Hands.  

The link to donate is https://givealittle.co.nz/fundraiser/ruakaka-school-2022-90-more-miles-classic-
builders  

Swimming Sports  
Due to the changing circumstances and along with several teachers on leave, we as a team have decided 

to postpone our swimming sports. We will look at hosting this in Term 4 where hopefully everyone 

(whānau) can attend and the weather will be nice and warm. The date is to be confirmed. 

Please send your child with their togs everyday as we will continue to make great progress with our 

swimming at school in preparation for this event 

Stationery  
Thank you to those who have paid $20 towards your child's stationery already. We still have quite a few 

outstanding, please advise the office if you are finding it difficult to pay.  

https://givealittle.co.nz/fundraiser/ruakaka-school-2022-90-more-miles-classic-builders
https://givealittle.co.nz/fundraiser/ruakaka-school-2022-90-more-miles-classic-builders


On Friday 18th February, Rooms 1 and 2 worked with visiting artist Ruth Christy to create a mixed media 

art piece inspired by Mount Mania and the Bream Bay area. Ruth will be working with classes every 

Friday as part of the Creatives in Schools program.  

Investigating Density in Room 1 



P.T.A 

A huge thank you to Nicole Whyte and her Dad John, Whaea Zeralda and her husband Aaron for getting 

the garden shed up. It looks awesome.This is used for storing our play equipment in. 

 

There will be a t.shirt and hoodie order form coming home in the next couple of weeks.  

Our next PTA meeting will be next week on Wednesday 2nd March at 6pm in the Multi purpose room here 

at school. All welcome 

The new basketball hoop has finally arrived.  A big thank you to our builders that are onsite for taking the 

time to assemble this. The tamariki are having lots of fun making good use of it during morning tea and 

lunchtime. 



SCIENCE 

How do fireworks get their colours? This week in Room 13 we used science to create new experiences 
and extend our personal explanations of the natural world through the exploration of chemical reactions! 



Updated Contact Details 

Thank you to those of you that have returned the updated contact forms and the bus & internet forms. It is 

very important that we have your correct details in case we need to contact you in an emergency. 

Netball 2022 

Netball will be starting up again soon. Please look out for notices if your child is interested in playing. Fees 

for the year are approximately $40. Year 1-2 games are Monday afternoons. Y3-6 games are Saturday 

mornings. And lastly, we are always looking for coaches, managers and anyone willing to help our teams 

out. 

ART 

This week in Room 13 we learnt all about the famous artist Giacometti. Here we explored how our body 
language can be used to present different emotions and feelings; using this knowledge to create 
sculptures of our own. 

This is how Mrs Dunn is greeted in the mornings. These free range chickens are getting their new house 

built on the front field and should be able to move in next week. 



Community Notices 

Takahiwai Rugby League Inc  
Takahiwai League Club Junior Rally Day, Sunday 27th  Feb @ 10am 

Takahiwai league club cnr One Tree Point and McEwan Road.   
Age grades All welcome 

Please contact Juanita on 021 1355321 or Jackie on 022 6465718 if you are interested and can't make it 
on the day. 

Waipu Rugby Rally Day 2022 
March 10th & 17th 
5:30pm - 6:30pm 
Waipu Rugby Squash Club 
U7 - U16 teams 
All players need to come along and register, pay fees, buy socks (if needed) and provide size order for a 
training top. 
New players need to bring a copy of their birth certificate.  
Vaccine mandates are in place for all players aged 12 and above. 
Email: waipujuniorrugby@gmail.com  


