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Our mission statement: 
He kura whakamana i ngā ahurea o ngā tamariki, tōkia, tūkia o rātou pūkenga,o rātou 

manakotanga o rātou auahatanga, poipoia rawatia ka  

whakanuia e te whānau whānui me te hāpori. 

To be a rural school where innovation and cultural identity are embedded, students' individual 

talents, needs and abilities are nurtured, celebrated and supported by 

 whānau and community. 

Whakatauki (proverb) of the Week 
Kāore te kumara e kōrero mō tōna ake reka  

The kumara does not say how sweet he is  

Quote of the week 
Live each season as it passes, breathe the air, drink the drink, taste the fruit and resign yourself to 

the influences of each Henry David Thoreau  

Term Dates 2022 

Term 2 - 2 May to 8 Jul 

Term 3 - 25 Jul to 30 Sep 

Term 4 - 17 Oct to 15  Dec 

 
Term 2 

20 May - Pink Shirt Day 

6 June - Queens Birthday  

No school for children this day 

7 June - Teacher Only Day 

No school for children this day 

8 June - School Photos 

9 June - Winter Sports  

15 June - School Closes at 

12pm for Parent Interviews 

22 June - Matariki Festival at 

BBC 3pm - 7 pm 

24 June - Matariki Holiday 

No school for children this day 

The “EPro8 Stars team won their regional final and the “Dominators” 

team came 4th overall. The EPro8 Stars then competed in the 

Northland Grand Final coming 4th overall. A Fantastic effort as we 

have only had the EPro8 engineering and construction kit at school 

from term one this year.  

EPro8 Stars: Poppy Bates, Kohana Pirini, Paige Wisnewski-Middleton  

and Darcy Baker 

EPro8 Challenge 



Covid Update 

It was great to see the majority of our tamariki back to school on the first day of the term - some returning 

after a very long period of time. In term one, many days saw at least 100 tamariki away so let’s hope term 

two continues as well as it started. We are still having the occasional case reported so it is still lurking 

around! For this reason, if your child presents at school with covid-like symptoms, we will ring you to 

come and take them home and will ask that you test them and they are negative before they return to 

school. We have plenty of tests here to give you. We just want to keep us all safe.  

Winter Illnesses 

This information has been sent through to us from the Ministry to share with you all… 

With Term 2 underway, we’re looking ahead to what might come next – not just from COVID-19 but the 

upcoming winter season and illnesses that may come with it. 

With New Zealanders mostly sheltered from exposure to flu in the last two years, health experts are 

concerned about our lower immunity to flu. This winter there is the very real possibility of getting the flu 

and COVID-19 within a short space of time. This can lead to very serious illness and high mortality rates. 

If you are normally someone who doesn’t bother with the flu vaccine, we strongly encourage you to get 

your flu vaccination this year and get your whānau up to date with any other vaccinations (for example, 

measles, whooping cough). 

In 2022, flu vaccinations are free for:  

- pregnant people  

- people aged 65 years and over  

- Māori and Pacific people aged 55 years and over  

- people who have a long-term medical condition like diabetes, asthma, or a heart condition (ages 6 

months+) 

- children under the age of four who have been in hospital with respiratory illness such as asthma. 

If you’re not eligible for a free flu jab, and not covered by an employer-funded programme, it costs 

between $25 and $45 depending on the vaccine and provider. 

There is further information about the symptoms and danger signs for flu on the Ministry of Health 

website. 

Flu symptoms – Ministry of Health 

As always, we want to keep our ākonga and kaiako as safe as possible from the harms from illness and 

to have as many ākonga learning on site as we can. All those good actions we already have in place to 

reduce the risk of harm from COVID-19 will also help to prevent seasonal illnesses including: 

- staying away if unwell and seeking advice about getting tested 

- regularly washing hands 

- using well-ventilated spaces 

- wearing masks when indoors 

- cleaning and disinfecting high-touch surfaces regularly 

- covering coughs and sneezes 

- having a highly vaccinated community (and not just for COVID-19).  

You can do the same at home and hopefully together, we will keep our community healthy this winter. 

As always, if you have any questions about our health and safety plans please get in touch.  

We have also attached a poster which explains what each infectious disease is, how it is spread, early 

symptoms, time between exposure and sickness, and how long tamariki need to be off school. 

https://www.health.govt.nz/your-health/conditions-and-treatments/diseases-and-illnesses/influenza/flu-

influenza-vaccines 

For more information please visit https://www.health.govt.nz/your-health/conditions-and-treatments/

diseases-and-illnesses/influenza/flu-influenza-vaccines 

 



Attendance Matters 

Every day that your child can attend school really matters. The Ministry is allocating a huge budget to 

school attendance to try to find all of those tamariki who are not in school anywhere, who are not being 

officially home-schooled, or whose general attendance is poor.  

If you know of any tamariki in the community who are obviously not attending school, please let us know. 

It is absolutely vital that we get them back to school as soon as possible.  

Teacher Only Day (Bream Bay Kahui Ako) 

This will be held on Tuesday 7th June for all schools that are part of the Bream Bay Kahui Ako. 

The school will be closed that day. It is the day after Queen’s birthday so maybe you could plan a long 
weekend…. 

Parent Interviews 
These will be held on the 15th and 16th of June. We will finish school at 12.00pm on the 

15th of June and buses will run early that day. On the 16th of June, it will be a normal 

school day with interviews being held after school. 

You will receive more information about this closer to the time about how to book etc.  

It is important that we get to meet all of you at these interviews so please try to get along if you can. 

Weather 
As the weather is quite changeable at the moment, please make sure your child has a named change of 

clothes in their school bag. 

Food In Schools 
We have heard so much positive feedback about our Food in Schools programme and how grateful 

parents and caregivers are that they no longer need to provide morning tea or lunch for their tamariki. 

This programme is closely monitored by the Ministry of Education and we have to provide them with all of 

our menus before we can use them. These menus must list the ingredients and quantities of each 

ingredient in each serve.  

We are required to restrict sugar, salt and fat and must include as much fruit and vegies as we can. 

The tamariki seem to be loving the food - I know it is not McDonalds, Kentucky Fried Chicken or fish and 

chips - but it is the next best thing and hopefully we are teaching the tamariki to try different healthy foods.  

A huge thank you goes out to Jenall, Mumma, Brooklyn and Tarlia for all their hard work.  

PTA Update 
A big thank you to everyone who supported the PTA’s Easter raffle last term. The PTA managed to raise 

$2,831 which has gone towards some new play equipment for our tamariki. 

Another successful PTA meeting was held this week and we want to thank the PTA team for all the 

wonderful new play equipment they have brought for the tamariki. They are loving it and there is more to 

come. 

If you missed this meeting, look out for our next one on the 31st May at 6pm in the Multipurpose Room 

and come along - I know there are lots of laughs and it is a great way to get to know other parents. 

The Matariki Festival will be held at Bream Bay College on Wednesday 22nd June, 3pm - 7pm. The PTA 

will be running a food stall and would really appreciate some parent help please. Our food stall will be 

selling nachos, pulled pork buns and dessert. A note will be sent home shortly with a slip to return if you 

are able to lend a helping hand. 

We would also like to ask whānau to make/donate a finger bite style dessert which will be sold at the 

Festival as well. 

Thanks for the support everyone 

Ruakākā PTA  
 



Tamariki enjoying the new play equipment 
 





On Thursday 5th May a group of tamariki from Te Whānau Harakeke travelled to Bream Bay College 

with Whaea Steph, Matua Alex and Scott Brown from the college. The kaupapa of this haerenga was to 

record some of the waiata that we sing in our whānau to share with the rest of the kura. Scott had an 

amazing set up in the Bream Bay College Auditorum and the tamariki were able to see what it is like to 

be a recording artist! What lucky tamariki. 

Shine Leader Spotlight - Addison Wells 
Kia ora. My name is Addison but you can call me Addi. I am a SHINE leader. I 

wanted to be a SHINE leader because I love helping out and organizing things. I 

love running fun games that everyone can play. I try my hardest to show every 

single value every day of the week. Some things that you might want to know 

about me are that I love singing and dancing. My favourite colour is purple and 

my favourite animals are golden retrievers and koala’s. My favourite sweet foods 

are chocolate and ice cream and my favourite savoury foods are hot chips, pizza 

and burgers. I am very sporty but my favourite sports are swimming, netball, 

soccer and hockey. I love rock climbing and going on bush walks while listening 

to music through headphones. I have been in 1 musical with my mum when I 

was 7, and 2 shows when I was 6. I really hope that helps you to know me 

better. Thanks. 

Buses 
I have been made aware that the Village bus has been a bit late getting the tamariki to school this term 

on a couple of occasions. There have been several issues for the buses at the moment - this bus is 

getting held up in road works each morning, and Ritchies are very short of drivers so sometimes they 

have reliever drivers who are still getting to know the routes. 

I am also aware that the buses can be very full - particularly in the afternoons. We are part of a bus 

network and Ruakaka School is very lucky to be able to pick up all children on the bus route - even if 

they are ineligible to use the bus. The guidelines from the Ministry of Education state that tamariki in 

Years 1-8 must live at least 3.2km from the school, over the shortest public road or pedestrian route from 

the home roadside gate to the school’s front gate to be eligible to use our buses. 

Many of our tamariki live closer than this so we want to be able to continue to pick them up which may 

mean the buses are a little fuller at times. 

Head Lice 
We are noticing head lice around again. Please check your child’s hair and treat if necessary. Treatment 

is available free on prescription for children from the doctors. It is great idea to get a prescription and 

keep some handy in the cupboard.  

Te Whanau Harakeke 



Netball 
Netball started this week for our Year 1 & 2 Titans and Tigers teams who took the court on Monday night. 

It was a great start to the season. If there were nerves, they were nowhere to be seen. All players did an 

excellent job! Well done to all our players, supporters and coaches for all of your tautoko! Here are our 

first pics of both teams.  

Our Year 3 & 4 and our Year 5 & 6 teams will play this Saturday 14th May. Have an amazing season! 
We have 8 teams entered this year which is amazing! A huge thank you to Whaea Steph for all her 
organisation and to the whanau for getting the tamariki there for each game. 
 



Pink Shirt Day 

 
Ruakākā School will once again take part in the annual Pink 

Shirt Day on Friday 20th May. Celebrated annually around 

the globe, Pink Shirt Day began in Canada in 2007 when two 

students took a stand against homophobic bullying, after a 

peer was bullied for wearing a pink shirt. In Aotearoa, Pink 

Shirt Day works to create schools, workplaces, communities 

and whānau where everyone feels safe, valued and 

respected.  

We will not be collecting koha for this, but encourage 

tamariki to wear a pink shirt to raise awareness of this issue. 

If you wish to donate, you can do so at this link https://

events.mentalhealth.org.nz/event/pinkshirtday2022/donate  

Kōrero Mai, Kōrero Atu, Mauri Tū, Mauri Ora – Speak Up, 

Stand Together, Stop Bullying! 

 

https://events.mentalhealth.org.nz/event/pinkshirtday2022/donate
https://events.mentalhealth.org.nz/event/pinkshirtday2022/donate


EPro8 photos from Northland Regional Finals 

 



 SHINE Values 
 



The Coffee Club Christmas Cup Competition is back for 2022! 

We’re once again running our exclusive Christmas Cup Art Competition to KidsCan partner 

schools to find fun and festive designs to go on our 2022 Christmas cups. 

The top three designs will not only feature on our Christmas takeaway cups for the festive sea-

son, but there are also vouchers to be won for the kids with the winning artwork! 

1.    First place: $1,000 voucher for the child 

2.    Second place: $600 voucher for the child 

3.    Third place: $400 voucher for the child 

10 x Highly Commended: $200 voucher for the child 

We’ll also be making a generous $10,000 donation towards KidsCan programmes to continue 

help support kiwi kids in need. 

Competition Rules: 

School to send through three top entries from each year group, Year 1-2, Year 3-4, Year 5-6  

All artwork must be designed within the template provided  

All artwork must be themed around Christmas  

KidsCan and The Coffee Club logos will be added, along with the artwork, on the takeaway cof-

fee cups 

Materials that can be used: 

Felts, crayons, paint, pens and pencils can be used to create the artwork  

Print the template provided on either A3 or A4 size paper  

Create your Christmas themed, original artwork using the template provided  

Must be completed and sent to The Coffee Club before Friday 20 June 2022 

The winners will be selected on 29
th
 June and the schools will be notified soon after 

  

By entering this competition, I agree to the following Terms & Conditions: 

The competition is only open to schools that are enrolled in KidsCan programmes  

Only Christmas themed artwork will be entered into the competition  

A completed entry form must accompany each entry  

Artwork will not be returned unless requested  

The judge’s decision will be final and no agreement will be entered. 

Winners will be contacted through their school  

By entering the competition the school, students, and parents agree to publicity and promotion as 

the winner  

Prize money will be sent to the school directly from The Coffee Club  



Community Notices 
CIRCOOL CIRCUS weekly classes will start May 20  

at the Coronation Hall Waipu. 

This after school circus art programs is tailored for 

beginners and newcomers to the magic  

world of modern circus. 


