
 

Whakatauki (proverb) of the Week 
Nā te moa i tkahi te rātā.  

The rātā which was trodden on by a moa when young will never grow straight, so early influences 
cannot be altered  

Tena koutou katoa, 

As I am writing this, I am hoping you are all keeping dry and haven’t been 
blown away! I also feel for all the poor people in the South Island who have, yet 
again, been affected by flooding. 
We have less than two weeks until Spring so let’s hope the weather starts  
improving soon. 
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Our mission statement: 
He kura whakamana i ngā ahurea o ngā tamariki, tōkia, tūkia o rātou pūkenga,o rātou 

manakotanga o rātou auahatanga, poipoia rawatia ka  

whakanuia e te whānau whānui me te hāpori. 

To be a rural school where innovation and cultural identity are embedded, students' individual 

talents, needs and abilities are nurtured, celebrated and supported by 

 whānau and community. 

Quote of the week 
It is better to give than receive 

Michael Jones ex All Black 

Term 3 

23 August -  

Senior Cross Country 

 

26th August -  

BBC Open Day for 

year 6 students 

 

26th August - 

Daffodil Day 

 

1st August -  

Interschool Cross 

Country at BBC 

 

2nd September -  

Year 1-3 School Cross 

Country 

 

7th September -  

Wig Wednesday 

 

 

Term Dates 2022 

Term 3 -  

25 Jul to 30 Sep 

Term 4 -  

17 Oct to 15 Dec 

Our amazing Irene and 

Chantal have been 

working super hard on 

this wonderful display 

in the office. Next time 

you’re at school come 

and check it out! 



Production Update 
Moana Jr Update 

The students have been given all their music and they are busy learning lines and learning songs for our 
school production. For both the senior and the junior classes, props, set and costumes are starting to be 
made. We have so many talented teachers and students at our school and it is fantastic to see students 
really SHINE through the Performing Arts. 

Our production team would really appreciate your support with enabling the performers to practice at 
home as often as they can. We are going to be performing in the last week of term, so there is not a lot of 
time to learn everything. 

We have also shared a list of resources for Props, set and costumes. We would appreciate any support 
you can offer. 

Thank you to those families that responded to the Google Form regarding the starting times for our 
production. We will analyse your preferences and share the different performance options and ticket 
purchasing details very soon. 

We are all very excited, but know there is lots of work to do to put on a fantastic show! 

 

Set and Props Requests 

 
Our set and props team would love your support with ANY of the following items. If you have access to, or 

can donate any of these items below please contact Jeremy Meadows on jeremym@ruakaka.school.nz 

Props Items Set Items 

● leather cord 

● Fine chicken wire 

● Cellophane 

● LED string lights x4-6 

● Spray foamx2 

● Castor wheels 

● Spray Paint (red, gold, pink, purple/
pearlescent, black, green) At least one of 
each 

● Foam Camping mats 

● Wall paper paste 

● Thin Plywood/bargeboard (7mm, 
1.2x2.4) 4+ (Depending on how much, 
bunnings sponsorship 

● Large cardboard - appliance boxes 

● Paint (old house paint to base coat in 
any colour, then any greens greys 
blacks and browns) 

● Black fabric for backdrops 

● 100x50 lumber 

Costumes 

● Large red or black material 

● Large blue materials (ocean) 

● Calico/tapa cloth style material for villager’s costumes and sails 

● Red feathers 

● Plastic Hibiscus flowers 

● Earthy tone materials- large, long amounts 

● Chicken or pig hats/dress up 

Anyone that is able to help with Sewing (machine or hand sewing) please email 
abbym@ruakaka.school.nz 



Shine Leader Spotlight - Poppy Bates 
 

Hi Im Poppy Bates, 

I became a SHINE leader because I love helping people on the playground and 
around the school. 

I love pizza and my favourite colour is purple. I love to sing and have a laugh. 

I enjoy playing hockey because I love to hit the ball real hard. 

If you need me for anything you can find me outside Room 11 playing handball. 

 

 

Shine Leader Spotlight - Myllah Samu 
Hi my name is Myllah, 

I am a SHINE leader. I wanted to be a SHINE leader because I like to help 
people and love kids. I have two little sisters that go to this school, Frankie and 
Heidi, and at home I have a baby sister called Maesha. I like pizza, ice cream 
and sweet things. My favourite colour is purple and on the weekends I play 
hockey. In my free time I like to play on my skateboard, surf, draw and eat. At 
lunchtimes, I play with my friends Addi, Shylah and Sophia J. 

 
 

 
 

Garden To Table 
Last week Ruakākā School Garden to Table held a Training Day for other schools and visitors. The 
children showed their cooking and gardening skills in a typical lesson to show how the programme works. 
They prepared and cooked French dishes. 

 

Garden Quiche, Vegetable Galette, and Mille Feuille. Delicious!!  



Building Update 

You may have noticed that we have builders back on site and more areas of the grounds fenced off with 
safety fencing.  

This is the start of a project that is likely to take at least 12 months. The caretaker’s shed is the first thing 
to be done and it will be moved to beside the fence on Sandford Road - closer to the State Highway 1 
intersection. 

The back field area has had every tree removed and the area has been cleared ready to start the building 
of 5 more classrooms and a new Administration block. We are very excited about this but it is going to be 
very disruptive for quite some time. The end result will be worth it. 

As well as this work, we have been promised that the huge new canopy that is going to cover the front 
court area, will start construction on the 29th of August - less than 2 weeks away.  

All of this will mean less area for the tamariki to run around on for a while so we will be encouraging them 
to play other things that can be done safely on the deck areas or the front field. Hopefully the weather will 
start to improve so that any grass areas that we still have, can be used every day. 

 

Some guidelines from the Ministry of Education 

HOW TO KNOW IF YOUR CHILD SHOULD STAY AT HOME WHEN THEY ARE UNWELL 

- If a child has been unwell with a respiratory illness other than COVID-19, they can return to their school 
24 hours after they have significantly improved and are behaving/eating normally. 

- Following vomiting or diarrhoea, a child should be symptom free for 48 hours before they can return. 

- If a child still has a runny nose or dry cough without any other symptoms such as a fever, vomiting or 
diarrhoea, they are unlikely to be infectious and could be considered well enough to attend school. 

- In general, a doctor’s certificate or clearance should not have to be provided for a child to go back to 
their early learning service/education facility after being unwell. 

- Any child who has a runny nose after a change in temperature – for example, moving from outdoors to 
indoors – or sneezes due to obvious stimuli (such as the sun or dust) does not need to be sent home. 

- Hay fever and other allergies can show similar symptoms to the common cold such as sneezing, a runny 
or stuffy nose and coughing. If a child has a history of allergic symptoms and shows one or more of these 
symptoms, or an itchy face (especially around the eyes or throat), consider if hay fever or an allergy could 
be the cause. You may want to check with the child’s caregiver to confirm. 

 

Senior School Cross Country 

We really wanted to go ahead with this event yesterday (Wednesday), but with the expected terrible 
weather coming, it was just going to be totally unpleasant for all concerned.  

We have postponed the event until Tuesday next week at 9.00am. We would love you to come along and 
support your tamariki.  

Junior Cross Country -  This will be held on 2nd September. Notices went home yesterday. 

Board members 

We would like to congratulate our newly elected Board of Trustees members: 

Daisy Sievewright 

Shaun Grieve 

Nicole Whyte 

Rosie Marris 

 
A huge thank you to Conrad Malota who stepped up as Chair and Huia Anderson who both have done a 
wonderful job and have stood down from their roles. 

The new board will meet on the 29th of August for their first meeting. 



Re-launching of new Library 
Today it was great to see so many tamariki and staff dressed up as book characters for the relaunching of 
our library. Well done to all of you who put in so much effort in this horrible weather to get this done. I 
know how much the tamariki - and lots of the staff - love it!  

 

 

 

 

Whaea Tauser 
Today we unveiled a plaque in memory of Tauser Kingi. She was a valued member of our staff for many 
years and sadly passed away last September. 

 



Book Character Dress Up Day 



 



Mathex 
Today we had a Mathex competition at One Tree Point for the three primary Schools in this area. Mathex 
is a challenging and fast paced competition where teams of 4 compete against each other to answer 
questions quickly. Today we had 16 year 5 and 6 representatives from Ruakākā School and they did us 
very proud! They all worked hard and had a lot of fun! We hope to send a team to the Whangārei Mathex 
later this term!  

 

 

 

Important Dates to note 

Daffodil Day - Friday 26 August - Wear yellow if you would like to and bring a gold coin donation for the 
Cancer Society 

Wig Wednesday - Wednesday 07 September - Wear a wig if you would like to and bring a gold coin 
donation for the Child Cancer Foundation 



Show Day 

By now I am sure some of you have cute little lambs or calves running around the paddock - or maybe 
know someone that your child can ‘borrow’ an animal off to rear for our Show Day which will be held on 
Friday 21st October.  
All animals need to be born after the 1st of July. 
Entry forms are attached with this newsletter. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
SHINE Values 



Te Whanau Harakeke - Planting 
Last week tamariki from Te Whānau Harakeke participated in planting harakeke along the banks of the 
Ruakākā Awa. It was a fantastic day led by Nic from the Whitebait Connection Programme and Matua Ari 
from Patuharakeke. The tamariki had a day full of learning. They learnt about the different types of trees 
that are planted there, why planting is important to the survival of the whitebait, about the different types 
of birds that are attracted to the trees and plants, and about some of the pests that we can help to control. 
Ngā mihi nui ki ngā kaiāwhina katoa and a special mention to Paige Cave from Room 13 and her whānau 
for hosting us all at their whare for this special learning opportunity.   

 


